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An Act to Reimburse Counties for Judicial Costs

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.
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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  4 MRSA §115, first ¶, as corrected by RR 2009, c. 1, §4, is amended to 
3 read:
4 In each county, the place for holding court is located in a building designated by the 
5 Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court or the Chief Justice's designee, who, with the 
6 advice and approval of the Bureau of General Services, is empowered to negotiate, on 
7 behalf of the State, the leases, contracts and other arrangements the Chief Justice considers 
8 necessary, within the limits of appropriations and other funds available to the Supreme 
9 Judicial, Superior and District Courts, to provide suitable quarters, adequately furnished 

10 and equipped, for the Supreme Judicial, Superior or District Court in each county. The 
11 county commissioners in each county shall continue to provide for the use of the Supreme 
12 Judicial, Superior and District Courts such quarters, facilities, furnishings and equipment 
13 in existing county buildings as were in use by the Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts on 
14 January 1, 1976, without charge and the Chief Justice or the Chief Justice's designee shall 
15 reimburse the county for the cost of maintenance, supplies, cleaning, heat and electricity at 
16 a rate per square foot for each county building to be determined by each county and the 
17 Chief Justice or the Chief Justice's designee annually.  The county commissioners are not 
18 required to provide without charge those quarters, facilities, furnishings and equipment in 
19 existing county buildings that were in use by the District Courts and were subject to a 
20 charge prior to January 1, 1976.

21 SUMMARY
22 This bill requires the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court or the Chief Justice's 
23 designee to reimburse counties for the cost of maintenance, supplies, cleaning, heat and 
24 electricity at a rate per square foot to be determined by each county and the Chief Justice 
25 or the Chief Justice's designee annually for certain county buildings used by the courts.
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