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1 Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

3 Whereas, the spread of the novel coronavirus disease referred to as COVID-19 has 
4 created a public health emergency; and

5 Whereas, the Governor has declared a state of emergency due to the outbreak of 
6 COVID-19; and

7 Whereas, hospitals and health care facilities are facing increased financial strain due 
8 to the interruption of normal operation and additional cost of treating patients for and 
9 protecting patients and staff from the risks of COVID-19; and

10 Whereas, it is imperative that action be taken at the earliest possible moment to 
11 relieve hospitals and health care facilities of undue administrative and financial burdens; 
12 and

13 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within 
14 the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as 
15 immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
16 therefore,
17 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

18 Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2078 is enacted to read:
19 §2078.  Relief from audit requirements; state of emergency
20 The authority may not require a participating health care facility to file any audited 
21 financial statements or reports with the authority during a state of emergency declared by 
22 the Governor in accordance with Title 37-B, section 742 and for 2 years thereafter.

23 Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation 
24 takes effect when approved.

25 SUMMARY
26 This bill prohibits the Maine Health and Higher Educational Facilities Authority from 
27 requiring certain health care facilities to file audited financial statements or reports with the 
28 authority during a state of emergency declared by the Governor and for 2 years thereafter.
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