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An Act To Extend Protections for Genetic Information
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 24-A MRSA §2159-C, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 677, §2, is
amended to read:

3. Discrimination in life, disability and long-term care insurance. An insurer
may not make-or-permit-any-unfair-diserimination discriminate against an individual in
the-appheation-of on the basis of genetic information or the results of a genetic test in the
issuance, withholding, extension or renewal of an insurance policy for life, credit life,
disability, long-term care, accidental injury, specified disease, hospital indemnity or

credlt acmdent msurance or an annulty Fe#@he—pumeses—ef—%s—wbsee&eﬁ—"bm-faﬁ

SUMMARY

Under current law, when considering the issuance, withholding, extension or renewal
of an insurance policy for life, credit life, disability, long-term care, accidental injury,
specified disease, hospital indemnity or credit accident insurance or an annuity, an insurer
may consider an applicant's genetic information or the results of an applicant's genetic
test as long as the consideration of genetic information or test results does not constitute
"unfair discrimination." This bill strikes language that authorizes the consideration of
genetic information or test results and instead prohibits an insurer from discriminating
against an individual on the basis of genetic information or the results of a genetic test in
the issuance, withholding, extension or renewal of an insurance policy for life, credit life,
disability, long-term care, accidental injury, specified disease, hospital indemnity or
credit accident insurance or an annuity.
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