MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




129th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2019

Legislative Document No. 599
S.P. 186
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An Act To Ensure Fair Access and Pricing for Residents Who Use
the Maine State Ferry Service

Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA §4210-C, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2005, c. 664, Pt. C, §1, is
further amended to read:

2. Purpose of account. The purpose of the account is to allow the Highway Fund to
provide support to the Maine State Ferry Service that was previously provided by the
General Fund because ferries are an integral part of the highway system and carry motor
vehicles and are the only method of vehicular transportation available to and from the

islands. The state support to the Marine Highway account may-net-exeeed-50%ofthe
budgetedreventues—that-suppert—the must fund 100% of the capital and operating eest

costs of the Maine State Ferry Service.

Sec. 2. 23 MRSA §4404, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 456, Pt. A, §88, is amended to
read:

§4404. Tolls

The Department of Transportation shall;—in—a—manner—consistent—with—theMaine
Administrative Procedure-AetTitle 5-chapter 375;-establish adopt rules establishing tolls
for the use of sueh the ferry line route or lines routes under this subchapter by vehicles,
freight and passengers. Tolls must be calculated separately for each route of travel. The
department may not apply a surcharge or transaction fee to the payment of tolls. Tolls
collected from the operation of the Maine State Ferry Service shall must at all times be
kept in a separate fund distinct from all other menreys money of the State and shal must
be used for the operation and debt retirement of the ferry service.

Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 3. Rates. No later than November 1, 2019, the Department of Transportation
shall adopt rules pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 4404
establishing the tolls for the Maine State Ferry Service at the rates that were in effect on
May 20, 2018.

SUMMARY

This bill requires that state support to the Marine Highway account must fund 100%
of the capital and operating costs of the Maine State Ferry Service. It also requires the
Department of Transportation to establish, by rule, ferry tolls separately for each route of
travel and to adopt no later than November 1, 2019 the toll rates that were in effect on
May 20, 2018.

Page 1 - 129L.R0310(01)-1





