MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




129th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2019

Legislative Document No. 542

H.P. 399 House of Representatives, January 31, 2019
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Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.

L+ B Yo

ROBERT B. HUNT
Clerk

Presented by Representative STANLEY of Medway.

Cosponsored by Senator DILL of Penobscot and

Representatives: BROOKS of Lewiston, EVANGELOS of Friendship, HANINGTON of
Lincoln, HICKMAN of Winthrop, NADEAU of Winslow.

Printed on recycled paper



w

0 3N L A

11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18

19
20

21

22
23

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §4592, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2015, c. 457, §4, is further
amended to read:

8. Service animals; certain dogs. For any public accommodation or any person
who is the owner, lessor, lessee, proprietor, operator, manager, superintendent, agent or
employee of any place of public accommodation to refuse to permit the use of a service
animal or otherwise discriminate against an individual with a physical or mental disability
who uses a service animal at the public accommodation unless it is shown by defense that
the service animal poses a direct threat to the health or safety of others or the use of the
service animal would result in substantial physical damage to the property of others or
would substantially interfere with the reasonable enjoyment of the public accommodation
by others. The use of a service animal may not be conditioned on the payment of a fee or
security deposit, although the individual with a physical or mental disability is liable for
any damage done to the premlses or facilities by such a serv1ce animal. :l:h-l-S—SHbS%GH-GH

This subsection does not apply to an assistance animal as defined in section 4553,
subsection 1-H unless the assistance animal:

A. Also qualifies as a service animal; or
B. Is adog.

SUMMARY

This bill requires a place of public accommodation to allow the use of a dog that is an
assistance animal by an individual with a physical or mental disability.
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