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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §656, sub-§1, K is enacted to read:

K. Recreational trails open to public use. In order to qualify for the exemption under
this paragraph, a recreational trail must be recognized by the State or a statewide
nonprofit organization as a trail that is organized or used for recreational purposes
such as hiking, snowmobiling or all-terrain vehicle use, that is open to public use and
that meets the following requirements.

(1) The trail must have a minimum width of:

(a) At least 20 feet in width, if the trail is a snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle
trail; or

(b) At least 10 feet in width, if the trail is a hiking trail.

(2) The recreational trail must extend across and may not terminate on the
property for which the exemption is requested.

A trail that is funded by the Snowmobile Trail Fund of the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands or the ATV
Recreational Management Fund, established in Title 12, section 1893, subsection 2,
or that is part of an interconnected snowmobile trail system maintained by a statewide
snowmobile association is presumed to have met the requirements of this paragraph.

The exemption provided pursuant to this paragraph is limited to that portion of the
parcel that is actually used for the recreational purpose.

SUMMARY

This bill provides an exemption from property tax for a recreational trail crossing a
parcel of land as long as the trail is a recognized trail that is open to public recreational
uses, such as snowmobiling, hiking or all-terrain vehicle use, and meets certain width and
length requirements, depending on the use. The exemption is limited to that portion of
the parcel of land that is actually used for the recreational purpose.
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