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Date: t ·-;J.-/7 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

L.D. 761 

(Filing No. H-1-/0~ 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House. 

STATE OF MAINE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

128TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,;(f,, to H.P. 541, L.D. 761, Bill, "An Act To 
Increase Access to Hearing Aids" 

Amend the bill in section 1 in §3174-ZZ in subsection 1 in the 3rd to 5th lines (page 
1, lines 6 to 8 in L.D.) by striking out the following: ", excluding batteries and cords and 
other assistive listening devices, including, but not limited to, frequency modulation 
systems" 

Amend the bill in section 1 in §3174-ZZ by striking out all of subsection 2 (page 1, 
lines 9 to 15 in L.D.) and inserting the following: 

'2. Required reimbursement. The department shall provide reimbursement for a 
hearing aid for one hearing-impaired ear of an individual enrolled in the MaineCare 
program in accordance with the following requirements: 

A. The hearing loss must be documented by a primary care provider or an 
audiologist licensed pursuant to Title 32, chapter 137; 

B. The hearing aid must be provided by an audiologist or a hearing aid dealer 
licensed pursuant to Title 32, chapter 137; and 

C. The hearing loss must meet the requirements established by the department in rule 
regarding the individual's severity of hearing loss. 

The department shall provide reimbursement for a hearing aid for the 2nd hearing
impaired ear of an individual enrolled in the MaineCare program if the individual meets 
requirements established by the department by rule regarding the individual's severity of 
hearing loss, enrollment in school, enrollment in vocational training, employment needs 
or the needs identified by a primary care provider.' 

SUMMARY 

This amendment makes changes to the bill to match current practice in the rules of 
the Department of Health and Human Services. It specifies that one hearing aid is 
reimbursable under the MaineCare program and that a 2nd hearing aid is reimbursable if 
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COMMITIEE AMENDMENT"#, to H.P. 541, L.D. 761 

an individual meets the department's requirements established by rule. It removes the 
exclusion of batteries and cords and other assistive listening devices from coverage. It 
replaces the term 11physician11 with the term "primary care provider." 

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED 

(See attached) 
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Fiscal Detail and Notes 

Revised: 05/31/17 feac:.. 

128th MAINE LEGISLATURE 
LD761 LR 2151(02) 

An Act To Increase Access to Hearing Aids 

Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment {f{f/-l/tJ3) 
Committee: Health and Human Services 

Fiscal Note Required: Yes 

Fiscal Note 

No change to current practice 

This bill changes statute to match the cu1Tent practice on hearing aid reimbursement within the Department of Health 
and Human Services. Thus, there is no fiscal impact from the change of statute required in this bill. 
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