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L.D. 390

Date: 4&/ 30 / I’/ (Filing No. H-555)

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
128TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE
AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281, L.D. 390, Bill, “An Act Making Unified Appropriations
and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other
Funds and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of
State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2018 and June 30, 2019”

Amend the amendment by striking out everything after Part B and before the
summary and inserting the following:

'PART C

Sec. C-1. 8 MRSA §1036, sub-§2-A, YA, as enacted by IB 2009, c. 2, §45, is
amended to read:

A. Twenty-five percent of the net slot machine income must be forwarded directly
by the board to the Treasurer of State, who shall credit the money to the Department

of Education, to be used te—supplement-and-not—to—supplantfunding for essential
programs and services for kindergarten to grade 12 under Title 20-A, chapter 606-B;

Sec. C-2. 8 MRSA §1036, sub-§2-B, YA, as enacted by IB 2009, c. 2, §46, is
amended to read:

A. Ten percent of the net table game income must be forwarded directly by the board
to the Treasurer of State, who shall credit the money to the Department of Education,

to be used te-supplement-and-not-to—supplantfunding for essential programs and
services for kindergarten to grade 12 under Title 20-A, chapter 606-B;

Sec. C-3. 20-A MRSA §1051, sub-§6, 4D is enacted to read:

D. A group of school administrative units that has an interlocal agreement pursuant
to Title 30-A, chapter 115 to establish a school management and leadership center to
jointly purchase the services of a superintendent may elect the superintendent in the
manner prescribed in the interlocal agreement.

Sec. C-4. 20-A MRSA §148S, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
L.D. 390

1-A. Instructional expenditures transition; annual targets. FEach school
administrative unit shall meet the annual targets for the direct instruction percentage share
of total General Fund expenditures as follows:

A. For fiscal year 2018-19, the target is 61%;
B. For fiscal year 2019-20, the target is 63%:
C. For fiscal year 2020-21, the target is 65%;
D. For fiscal year 2021-22, the target is 67%; and

E. For fiscal year 2022-23 and succeeding years, the target is 70%.

For the purposes of this subsection, "direct instruction" means those expenditures in
subsection 1, paragraph A for regular instruction, special education instruction, career and
technical education instruction and other instruction including summer school instruction
and extracurricular instruction as defined in the State's accounting handbook for local

school systems.

Sec. C-5. 20-A MRSA §4271, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 581, §3, is
amended to read:

3. Grant funds. Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year and for each subsequent
school year, the commissioner may provide start-up funding to qualified school
administrative units to operate public preschool programs for children 4 years of age.
Grants provided for allowable costs for approved public preschool programs must be
provided from state, federal or prlvate funds approprlated allocated or authorlzed by the
Leglslature for that purpose are-m § A

Sec. C-6. 20-A MRSA §4271, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:

3-A. Phase-in _procedures for new or newly expanded public preschool
programs. Beginning July 1, 2018, for new or newly expanded public preschool
programs, the commissioner shall make a preliminary calculation of total allocation
pursuant to section 15674 based on the following:

A. Estimated public preschool program student counts not to exceed the school unit's
most recent kindergarten enrollment:

B. Estimated rates and weights based on statewide averages: and

C. The preliminary calculation of total allocation, which must be replaced with
actual student data once students have been enrolled for the new school year. The
new or newly expanded public preschool programs shall enroll new students no later
than August st in a student information system maintained by the department.

Sec. C-7. 20-A MRSA §4722-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2015, c. 489, §2, is
repealed.
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
L.D. 390

Sec. C-8. 20-A MRSA §4775, as amended by PL 2013, c. 368, Pt. C, §2, is
further amended to read:

§4775. Payment; appropriations

Fhe Until the 2018-2019 school year, the department shall pay 50% of the in-state
tuition for the first 6 credit hours taken each semester by a student at an eligible
institution and up to 12 credit hours per academic year. The eligible institution may not
make any additional tuition charges for the course but may impose fees and charges,
other than tuition, that are ordinarily imposed on students not covered by this chapter.
Funds appropriated to the department to carry out the purposes of this chapter must be in
addition to the customary and ongoing amounts appropriated for general purpose aid for
local schools.

Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, the department shall reimburse each
eligible institution the cost of in-state tuition up to the maximum rate, calculated as
follows: 50% of the average in-state tuition rate for the highest and lowest in-state tuition
rates established by the University of Maine System for eligible institutions within the
system for the first 6 credit hours taken each semester by a student at an eligible
institution and up to 12 credit hours per academic year. The eligible institution may not
make any additional tuition charges for the course but may impose fees and charges,
other than tuition, that are ordinarily imposed on students not covered by this chapter.
Funds appropriated to the department to carry out the purposes of this chapter must be in
addition to the customary and ongoing amounts appropriated for general purpose aid for
local schools.

Sec. C-9. 20-A MRSA §6051, sub-§1, §J, as amended by PL 2013, c. 167, Pt.
A, §4, is further amended to read:

J. A determination of whether the school administrative unit has complied with the
applicable provisions of the unexpended balances requirements established under
section 15004; and

Sec. C-10. 20-A MRSA §6051, sub-§1, K, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 167, Pt.
A, §5, is amended to read:

K. A schedule of expenditures of federal awards:; and
Sec. C-11. 20-A MRSA §6051, sub-§1, 4L is enacted to read:

L. Beginning July 1. 2017, a determination of whether the school administrative unit
has complied with section 15675, subsection 2.

Sec. C-12. 20-A MRSA §6955 is enacted to read:
§6955. Repeal
This chapter is repealed July 1, 2019.

Sec. C-13. 20-A MRSA §8232, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 363, §4, is
amended to read:

Page 3 - 128LR2175(51)-1

CONFERENCE AMENDMENT



—
SO XA NN B LN~

—_ —
N —

[N I NG T NG T N T e T
W= OOV N W

)
O &

LW LW W W W W W W NN DN
NN NP LW~ OO0 I

W W
O o0

e
LN —=O

COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
L.D. 390

2. Tuition; room and board; funding. Students from this State may attend the
school free of tuition charges. Additional funding for students from this State may be
provided within amounts appropriated for that purpose as follows.

State fundmg for the school must be prov1ded using the method estabhshed for pubhc
charter schools that are authorized by the commission in accordance with the funding
provisions established in section 2413-A and section 15683-B. To be eligible for
state funding under this paragraph, a student must have resided in Maine with a
parent, other relative or guardian for at least 6 months immediately preceding
application to the school.

Sec. C-14. 20-A MRSA §15671, first €[, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 660, §1, is
amended to read:

Essential programs and services are those educational resources that are identified in
this chapter necessary to ensure the opportunity for all students to meet the standards in
the 8 content standard subject areas and goals of the system of learning results established
in chapter 222. In order to achieve this system of learning results, school funding based
on essential programs and services must be available in all schools on an equitable basis.
Essential programs and services utilize resources ineluding—federalfunds that are
currently provided or could be adapted to implement a system of learning results, as well
as additional resources including federal funds that are also needed to ensure that these
programs and services are available to all students. These essential programs and
services must provide the basis for the system of school funding no later than 2007-08.
School funding must be adequate to fully provide for all of the staffing and other material
resource needs of the essential programs and services identified by the Legislature.

Sec. C-15. 20-A MRSA §15671, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. L,
§10, is further amended to read:

1. State and local partnership. The State and each local school administrative unit
are jointly responsible for contributing to the cost of the components of essential
programs and services described in this chapter. Except as otherwise provided in this
subsection, for each fiscal year, the total cost of the components of essential programs
and services may not exceed the prior fiscal year's costs multiplied by one plus the
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average personal income growth rate as defined in Title 5, section 1665, subsection 1.
The Legislature, by an affirmative vote of each House, may exceed the limitations on
increases in the total cost of the components of essential programs and services provided
in this subsection, as long as that vote is taken upon legislation stating that it is the
Legislature's intent to override the limitation for that fiscal year. The state contribution to
the cost of the cornponents of essentlal programs and servrces—%elusr—v&ef—federal—fm&ds

aﬂd—semee& must be made in accordance w1th thrs subsectlon

A. The level of the state share of funding attributable to the cost of the components
of essential programs and services must be at least 50% of eligible state and local
General Fund education costs statewide, no later than fiscal year 2006-07; and

B. By fiscal year 2008-09 the state share of the total cost of funding public education
from kindergarten to grade 12, as described by essential programs and services, must
be 55%. Beginning in fiscal year 2005-06 and in each fiscal year until fiscal year
2008-09, the state share of essential programs and services described costs must
increase toward the 55% level required in fiscal year 2008-09.

Beginning in fiscal year 2005-06 and in each fiscal year thereafter, the commissioner
shall use the funding level determined in accordance with this section as the basis for a
recommended funding level for the state share of the cost of the components of essential
programs and services.

Sec. C-16. 20-A MRSA §15671, sub-§5-A, as amended by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt.
C, §5, is further amended to read:

5-A. Funds from casino slot machines or table games. Revenues received by the
department from casino slot machines or casino table games pursuant to Title 8, section
1036, subsection 2-A, paragraph A or Title 8, section 1036, subsection 2-B, paragraph A
must be distributed until-the-end-effisealyear 204415 as general purpose aid for local
schools, and each school admmlstratlve unlt shall make its own determlnatron as to how
to allocate these resources. i —$4-000;

s&behapter%— Nelther the Governor nor the Leglslature may dlvert the revenues payable
to the department to any other fund or for any other use. Any proposal to enact or amend
a law to allow distribution of the revenues paid to the department from casino slot
machines or casino table games for another purpose must be submitted to the Legislative
Council and to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
education matters at least 30 days prior to any vote or public hearing on the proposal.

Sec. C-17. 20-A MRSA §15671, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2005, c. 519, Pt.
LL, §1, is further amended to read:

6. Targeted funds. Funds for technology, implementation of a standards-based
system and the costs of additional investments in educating children in kindergarten to
grade 2 as described in section 15681 must be provided as targeted allocations. School
administrative units shall submit a plan for the use of these funds and receive funding
based on approval of the plan by the commissioner. State funds for extended learning
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
L.D. 390

provided above the basic economically disadvantaged student adjustment in section
15675, subsection 2 must also be provided as targeted allocations and restricted to
approved programs that benefit economically disadvantaged students.

Sec. C-18. 20-A MRSA §15671, sub-§7, A, as amended by PL 2013, c. 368,
Pt. C, §6, is further amended to read:

A. The base total calculated pursuant to section 15683, subsection 2 is subject to the
following annual targets.

(1) For fiscal year 2005-06, the target is 84%.
(2) For fiscal year 2006-07, the target is 90%.
(3) For fiscal year 2007-08, the target is 95%.
(4) For fiscal year 2008-09, the target is 97%.
(5) For fiscal year 2009-10, the target is 97%.
(6) For fiscal year 2010-11, the target is 97%.
(7) For fiscal year 2011-12, the target is 97%.
(8) For fiscal year 2012-13, the target is 97%.

(9) For fiscal year years 2013-14 and-sueeeeding-years, 2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-
17 and 2017-18, the target is 97%.

(10) For fiscal year 2018-19 and succeeding years, the target is 100%.

Sec. C-19. 20-A MRSA §15671, sub-§7, §B, as amended by PL 2015, c. 389,
Pt. C, §3 and c. 481, Pt. D, §1, is further amended to read:

B. The annual targets for the state share percentage of the statewide adjusted total
cost of the components of essential programs and services are as follows.

(1) For fiscal year 2005-06, the target is 52.6%.
(2) For fiscal year 2006-07, the target is 53.86%.
(3) For fiscal year 2007-08, the target is 53.51%.
(4) For fiscal year 2008-09, the target is 52.52%.
(5) For fiscal year 2009-10, the target is 48.93%.
(6) For fiscal year 2010-11, the target is 45.84%.
(7) For fiscal year 2011-12, the target is 46.02%.
(8) For fiscal year 2012-13, the target is 45.87%.
(9) For fiscal year 2013-14, the target is 47.29%.
(10) For fiscal year 2014-15, the target is 46.80%.
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L.D. 390

1 (11) For fiscal year 2015-16, the target is 47.54%.

2 (12) For fiscal year 2016-17, the target is 48.14%.

3 (13) For fiscal year 2017-18, the target is 49.14%.

4 (14) For fiscal year 2018-19, the target is 50.14%.

5 Sec. C-20. 20-A MRSA §15671, sub-§7, qC, as amended by PL 2015, c. 389,

6 Pt. C, §4 and c. 481, Pt. D, §2, is further amended to read:

7 C. Beginning in fiscal year 2011-12, the annual targets for the state share percentage

8 of the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 including

9 the cost of the components of essential programs and services plus the state
10 contributions to teacher—retirement the unfunded actuarial liabilities of the Maine
11 Public Employees Retirement System that are attributable to teachers, retired
12 teachers' health insurance and retired teachers' life insurance are as follows.
13 (1) For fiscal year 2011-12, the target is 49.47%.
14 (2) For fiscal year 2012-13, the target is 49.35%.
15 (3) For fiscal year 2013-14, the target is 50.44%.
16 (4) For fiscal year 2014-15, the target is 50.13%.
17 (5) For fiscal year 2015-16, the target is 50.08%.
18 (6) For fiscal year 2016-17, the target is 50.82%.
19 (7) For fiscal year 2017-18 and-sueeceeding-years, the target is 5% 52.02%.
20 (8) For fiscal year 2018-19, the target is 53.02%.
21 Sec. C-21. 20-A MRSA §15671-A, sub-§1, §C, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 2, Pt.
22 D, §35 and affected by §§72 and 74 and c. 12, Pt. WW, §18, is amended to read:
23 C. "Statewide total local share" means the local share, calculated on a statewide
24 basis, of the statewide total cost of the components of essential programs and services
25 as adjusted, if at all, pursuant to section 15671, subsection 7 to reflect the application
26 of the transition targets to the base total component.
27 Sec. C-22. 20-A MRSA §15671-A, sub-§2, A, as amended by PL 2005, c. 2,
28 Pt. D, §35 and affected by §§72 and 74 and c. 12, Pt. WW, §18, is further amended to
29 read:
30 A. The Based on the funding requirements established in section 15671, the
31 commissioner shall annually by February 1st notify each school administrative unit of
32 its local cost share expectation and tabulate that local cost share expectation, total
33 allocation and the projected state subsidy for each school administrative unit and post
34 those tabulations, itemized by school administrative unit, on the department's publicly
35 accessible website. Each superintendent shall report to the municipal officers
36 whenever a school administrative unit is notified of the local cost share expectation or
37 a change made in the local cost share expectation resulting from an adjustment.
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,

L.D. 390

Sec. C-23. 20-A MRSA §15671-A, sub-§2, B, as amended by PL 2015, c.

389, Pt.

C, §5 and c. 481, Pt. D, §3, is further amended to read:

B. For property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2005, the commissioner shall
calculate the full-value education mill rate that is required to raise the statewide total
local share. The full-value education mill rate is calculated for each fiscal year by
dividing the applicable statewide total local share by the applicable statewide
valuation. The full-value education mill rate must decline over the period from fiscal
year 2005-06 to fiscal year 2008-09 and may not exceed 9.0 mills in fiscal year 2005-
06 and may not exceed 8.0 mills in fiscal year 2008-09. The full-value education mill
rate must be applied according to section 15688, subsection 3-A, paragraph A to
determine a municipality's local cost share expectation. Full-value education mill
rates must be derived according to the following schedule.

(1) For the 2005 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 47.4% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2005-06.

(2) For the 2006 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 46.14% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2006-07.

(3) For the 2007 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 46.49% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2007-08.

(4) For the 2008 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 47.48% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2008-09.

(4-A) For the 2009 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 51.07% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2009-10.

(4-B) For the 2010 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 54.16% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2010-11.

(4-C) For the 2011 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 53.98% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2011-12.

(5) For the 2012 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 54.13% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2012-13.

(6) For the 2013 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 52.71% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2013-14.
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,

L.D. 390

(7) For the 2014 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 53.20% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2014-15.

(8) For the 2015 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 52.46% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2015-16.

(9) For the 2016 property tax year, the full-value education mill rate is the
amount necessary to result in a 51.86% statewide total local share in fiscal year
2016-17.

(10) For the 2017 property tax year and-subsequenttax—years, the full-value

education mill rate is the amount necessary to result in a 45% 50.86% statewide
total local share in fiscal year 2017-18 and-after.

(11) For the 2018 property tax year and subsequent tax years, the full-value
education mill rate is the amount necessary to result in a 45% statewide total
local share in fiscal year 2018-19 and after.

Sec. C-24. 20-A MRSA §15671-A, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2005, c. 519, Pt.

AAAA,

§2, is further amended to read:

5. Exceeding maximum state and local spending target. If the sum of a school
administrative unit's required local contribution determined pursuant to section 15688,
subsection 3-A plus the state contribution as calculated pursuant to section 15688,

subsection 3-A, paragraph D;-plus-any-state-fundsresultingfrom-a-transition-adjustment
purstant—to—seetion—15686; plus any additional local amount proposed to be raised

pursuant to section 15690, subsection 3 exceeds the school administrative unit's
maximum state and local spending target established pursuant to subsection 4, the
following provisions govern approval of that additional amount.

A. The article approving the additional amount must conform to the requirements of
section 15690, subsection 3, paragraph B. Notwithstanding section 1304, subsection
6; section 1701, subsection 7; Title 30-A, section 2528, subsection 5, or any other
provision of law, municipal charter provision or ordinance, voter approval of the
article, whether in town meeting, district meeting or other voting process established
by law, municipal charter or ordinance, including, but not limited to, any vote on the
article initiated by voter petition, must be by referendum or written ballot.

B. In a municipality where the responsibility for final adoption of the school budget
is vested by the municipal charter in a council, this paragraph applies, except that the
petition and referendum provisions apply only if the municipal charter does not
otherwise provide for or prohibit a petition and referendum process with respect to
the matters described in this paragraph.

(1) A majority of the entire membership of the school board or committee must
approve the additional amount in a regular budget meeting.

(2) An article approving the additional amount must conform to the requirements
of section 15690, subsection 3, paragraph B and be approved by a majority of the
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
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entire membership of the council in a vote taken in accordance with section
15690, subsection 5 or, if the council votes not to approve the article, by a
majority of voters voting in a referendum called pursuant to subparagraph (4).

(3) If an article is approved by the council pursuant to subparagraph (2), the
voters may petition for a referendum vote on the same article in accordance with
subparagraph (4). If a petition is filed in accordance with subparagraph (4), the
vote of the council is suspended pending the outcome of the referendum vote.
Upon approval of the article by a majority of the voters voting in that
referendum, the article takes effect. If the article is not approved by a majority of
the voters voting in that referendum, the article does not take effect. Subsequent
to the vote, the school committee or board may again propose an additional
amount, subject to the requirements of this section.

(4) If a written petition, signed by at least 10% of the number of voters voting in
the last gubernatorial election in the municipality, requesting a vote on the
additional amount is submitted to the municipal officers within 30 days of the
council's vote pursuant to subparagraph (2), the article voted on by the council
must be submitted to the legal voters in the next regular election or a special
election called for the purpose. The election must be held within 45 days of the
submission of the petition. The election must be called, advertised and conducted
according to the law relating to municipal elections, except that the registrar of
voters is not required to prepare or the clerk to post a new list of voters and
absentee ballots must be prepared and made available at least 14 days prior to the
date of the referendum. For the purpose of registration of voters, the registrar of
voters must be in session the secular day preceding the election. The voters shall
indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the word "Yes" or "No" their
opinion on the article. The results must be declared by the municipal officers and
entered upon the municipal records.

Sec. C-25. 20-A MRSA §15672, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 504, Pt. A,
§6, is amended to read:

8. Essential programs and services. "Essential programs and services" means
those educational resources that are identified in this chapter that enable all students to
meet the standards in the 8 content standard subject areas and goals of the system of
learning results established in chapter 222.

Sec. C-26. 20-A MRSA §15672, sub-§14-A is enacted to read:

14-A. Kindergarten. "Kindergarten" means kindergarten or a prekindergarten early
education program for students who are at least 4 years of age on October 15th of the

school year.

Sec. C-27. 20-A MRSA §15672, sub-§23, 44B and C, as enacted by PL 2013,
c. 203, §1, are amended to read:

B. For fiscal year 2014-15, the average of the certified state valuations for the 2 most
recent years prior to the most recently certified state valuation; and
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1 C. For fiscal year years 2015-16 and-each-subsequent-fiseal-year, 2016-17 and 2017-
2 18, the average of the certified state valuations for the 3 most recent years prior to the
3 most recently certified state valuation-; and
4 Sec. C-28. 20-A MRSA §15672, sub-§23, D is enacted to read:
5 D. For fiscal year 2018-19 and each subsequent fiscal year, the average of the
6 certified state valuations for the 2 most recent years prior to the most recently
7 certified state valuation.
8 Sec. C-29. 20-A MRSA §15674, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2007, c. 667, §15, is
9 further amended to read:
10 1. Pupil counts used for determination of operating costs. In addition to the
11 additional weighted counts authorized under section 15675 and except as provided in
12 subsection 2, the pupil count used for operating costs in this Act is the sum of:
13 A. The average number of secondary school-age persons enrolled in an adult
14 education course counted during the most recent calendar year counted pursuant to
15 section 8605, subsection 2;
16 B. The average number of students in equivalent instruction programs during the
17 most recent calendar year, as reported pursuant to section 5021, subsection 8; and
18 C. The-greaterof Beginning in fiscal year 2018-19:
19 (1) The average of the 2 pupil counts for Aprildstand October st of the 2 most
20 recent calendar year years prior to the year of funding, reported in accordance
21 with section 6004, including the counts of students enrolled in an alternative
22 education program made in accordance with section 5104-A:-and.
23
24
25
26
27 Sec. C-30. 20-A MRSA §15675, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 504, Pt. A,
28 §6, is amended to read:
29 2. Economically disadvantaged students. For each economically disadvantaged
30 student, a-seh dimind Ve Uit receives-an itonalweighto he numbero
31 e i d :
32
33
34
35
36 following additional weights:
37 A. An additional weight of .15. The number of economically disadvantaged students
38 for each school administrative unit is determined by multiplying the number of
39 resident pupils in the most recent calendar year by the most recent available
40 elementary free or reduced-price meals percentage. The elementary free or reduced-
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price meals percentage may be applied to determine the number of economically
disadvantaged students in the unit's secondary grades; and

B. An additional weight for approved extended learning programs that specifically
benefit economically disadvantaged students equal to .05. The commissioner shall
approve qualifying extended learning programs based on evidence-based research by
a statewide education policy research institute.

To be eligible to receive funds under this paragraph, a school administrative unit
must certify that any funds previously received under this section and any funds that
will be received are used in direct support of learning for economically disadvantaged
students through summer schools, extended learning programs, tutoring and other
evidence-based practices conforming to rules developed by the department and
informed by evidence from a statewide education policy research institute.

Sec. C-31. 20-A MRSA §15676, sub-§§1 and 2, as corrected by RR 2011, c. 2,
§19, are amended to read:

1. Teaching staff costs. Fhe Beginning July 1, 2017, the salary and benefit costs for
school level teaching staff that are necessary to carry out this Act, calculated in
accordance with section 15678; and adjusted by the regional adjustment under section

2. Other staff costs. The Beginning July 1, 2017, the salary and benefit costs for
school-level staff who are not teachers, but including substitute teachers, that are
necessary to carry out this Act, calculated in accordance with section 15679; and adjusted
by the regional adjustment under section 15682 and-redueced-by—the-ameount—offunds

Sec. C-32. 20-A MRSA §15678, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 504, Pt. A,
§6, is amended to read:

2. Ratios. In calculating the salary and benefit costs pursuant to this section, the
commissioner shall utilize the following student-to-teacher ratios.

A. For the elementary school level, the student-to-teacher ratio is 17:1.

B. For the middle school level, beginning July 1, 2017, the student-to-teacher ratio is
16:1 17:1.

C. For the high school level, beginning July 1, 2017, the student-to-teacher ratio is
354+ 16:1.

D. For the kindergarten level, beginning July 1. 2018, the student-to-teacher ratio is
15:1.

Sec. C-33. 20-A MRSA §15679, sub-§2, 9 A and B, as enacted by PL 2003, c.
504, Pt. A, §6, are amended to read:

A. For the elementary school level and the middle school level:
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(1) Fhe Beginning July 1, 2017, the student-to-education technician ratio is +00:+
114:1 for the elementary school level and 312:1 for the middle school level;

(2) The student-to-guidance staff ratio is 350:1;

(3) The student-to-librarian ratio is 800:1;

(4) The student-to-media assistant ratio is 500:1;

(5) The student-to-health staff ratio is 800:1;

(6) The student-to-school administrative staff ratio is 305:1; and
(7) The student-to-clerical staff ratio is 200:1.

B. For the high school level:

(1) Fhe Beginning July 1, 2017, the student-to-education technician ratio is 256+
316:1;

(2) The student-to-guidance staff ratio is 250:1;

(3) The student-to-librarian ratio is 800:1;

(4) The student-to-media assistant ratio is 500:1;

(5) The student-to-health staff ratio is 800:1;

(6) The student-to-school administrative staff ratio is 315:1; and

(7) The student-to-clerical staff ratio is 200:1.

Sec. C-34. 20-A MRSA §15680, sub-§1, A, as amended by PL 2007, c. 240,
Pt. XXXX, §25, is repealed.

Sec. C-35. 20-A MRSA §15680-A is enacted to read:

§15680-A. System administration allocation

Beginning in fiscal vyear 2017-18. the commissioner shall determine system
administration allocation in accordance with this section based on the number of
subsidizable students determined pursuant to section 15674.

1. Fiscal vear 2017-18. For fiscal year 2017-18, the system administration
allocation is $135 per pupil.

2. Fiscal vear 2018-19. For fiscal yvear 2018-19. the system administration
allocation is $138 per pupil. Of this amount, $92 must be allocated to the school
administrative unit for system administration and $46 must be allocated as a targeted
amount to school administrative units that have established regionalized administrative
services pursuant to chapter 123.

3. Fiscal year 2019-20. For fiscal year 2019-20. the system administration
allocation is $141 per pupil. Of this amount, $47 must be allocated to the school
administrative unit for system administration and $94 must be allocated as a targeted
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amount to school administrative units that have established regionalized administrative
services pursuant to chapter 123.

4. Beginning in fiscal year 2020-21. Beginning in fiscal year 2020-21, the per-pupil
rate for the system administration allocation must be determined by the commissioner
based on a review by a statewide education policy research institute of the system
administration costs of high-performing, efficient school administrative units. Only
school administrative units that have established regionalized administrative services
pursuant to chapter 123 and school administrative units for which the percentage of
system administration expenditures of districts identified as high-performing, efficient
school administrative units by a statewide education policy research institute are eligible
for the system administration allocation.

Sec. C-36. 20-A MRSA §15681, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 635, Pt. A,
§5, is repealed.

Sec. C-37. 20-A MRSA §15681-A, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D,
§44 and affected by §§72 and 74 and c. 12, Pt. WW, §18, is amended to read:

2. Special education costs. Beginning—in—fisealyear2005-06:—=a A school
administrative unit receives an additional weight of atleast1-20-butnot-greater-than140

1.50 for each special education student identified on the annual December 1st child count
as required by the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act for the most recent
year, up to a maximum of 15% of the school administrative unit's resident pupils as
determined under section 15674, subsection 1, paragraph C, subparagraph (1). For those
school administrative units in which the annual December 1st child count for the most
recent year is less than 15% of the school administrative unit's resident pupils as
determined under section 15674, subsection 1, paragraph C, subparagraph (1), the special
education child count percentage may not increase more than 0.5% in any given year, up
to a maximum of 1.0% in any given 3-year period. For each special education student
above the 15% maximum, the unit receives an additional weight of .38. In addition, each
school administrative unit must receive additional fands allocations:

A. For lower staff-student ratios and expenditures for related services for school
administrative units with fewer than 20 special education students identified on the
annual December 1st child count as required by the federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act for the most recent year;

B. For high-cost in-district special education placements. Additional funds must be
allocated for each student estimated to cost 3 times the statewide special education
EPS per-pupil rate. The additional funds for each student must equal the amount by
which that student's estimated costs exceed 3 times the statewide special education
EPS per-pupil rate;
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D.

To Beginning July 1, 2018, to ensure the school administrative unit meets the

federal maintenance of effort requirement for receiving federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act funds: in_accordance with recommendations of any
legislative task force established in the First Regular Session of the 128th Legislature

to identify special education cost drivers and innovative approaches to services; and

E.

A separate allocation must be determined for high-cost out-of-district special

education placements in accordance with this paragraph.

(1) For private school placements, additional funds must be allocated for each
student estimated to cost 4 times the statewide special education EPS per-pupil
rate. The additional funds for each student must equal the amount by which that
student's estimated costs exceed 4 times the statewide special education EPS per-

pupil rate.

(2) For public school placements, additional funds must be allocated for each
student estimated to cost 3 times the statewide special education EPS per-pupil
rate. The additional funds for each student must equal the amount by which that
student's estimated costs exceed 3 times the statewide special education EPS per-

pupil rate.

(3) For public regional special education program placements, additional funds
must be allocated for each student estimated to cost 2 times the statewide special
education EPS per-pupil rate. The additional funds for each student must equal
the amount by which that student's estimated costs exceed 2 times the statewide
special education EPS per-pupil rate. Resident students for the fiscal agent of the
regional special education program are considered out-of-district placements for
purposes of this determination. The commissioner may expend and disburse
funds pursuant to section 15689, subsection 9 for direct contractual agreements to
provide legal services, facilitation services and other services to assist a school
administrative unit with planning and implementing a regional special education

program.

The commissioner shall develop an appeals procedure for calculated special education
costs for school administrative units;

Sec. C-38. 20-A MRSA §15681-A, sub-§2-A, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 240,
Pt. XXXX, §27, is repealed.

Sec. C-39. 20-A MRSA §15681-A, sub-§3-A, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 240,
Pt. XXXX, §28, is repealed.

Sec. C-40. 20-A MRSA §15681-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt.
C, §9, is further amended to read:

4. Career and technical education costs. Career and technical education costs in
the base year adjusted to the year prior to the allocation year. This subsection does not
apply to the 204718 2018-19 funding year and thereafter; and

Sec. C-41. 20-A MRSA §15683, sub-§1, §E, as amended by PL 2005, c. 2, Pt.
D, §47 and affected by §§72 and 74 and c. 12, Pt. WW, §18, is further amended to read:
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E. If the school administrative unit is eligible for targeted kindergarten to grade 2
funds pursuant to section 15681, subsection 1, the product of the EPS per-pupil rate
multiplied by the additional weight for kindergarten to grade 2 calculated pursuant to
section 15675, subsection 3; and

Sec. C-42. 20-A MRSA §15683, sub-§1, §E-1 is enacted to read:

E-1. If the school administrative unit is eligible for the targeted extended learning
weight pursuant to section 15675, the product of the EPS per-pupil rate multiplied by
the additional weight for extended learning calculated pursuant to section 15675,
subsection 2; and

Sec. C-43. 20-A MRSA §15686, as amended by PL 2005, c. 519, Pt. AAAA,
§11, is repealed.

Sec. C-44. 20-A MRSA §15686-A, as amended by PL 2015, c. 389, Pt. C, §6 and
c. 489, §8, is further amended to read:

§15686-A. Review of essential programs and services components

1. Components to be reviewed beginning in fiscal year 2017-18. Beginning in
fiscal year 2006-67 2017-18, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the commissioner,
using information provided by a statewide education policy research institute, shall
review the essential programs and services student-to-staff ratios, salary and benefits
matrices, transpertation; small schools adjustments, labor markets and gifted and talented
components and components related to implementation of proficiency-based reporting
and graduation requirements under this chapter and shall submit to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters any
recommended changes for legislative action.

2. Components to be reviewed beginning in fiscal year 2018-19. Beginning in
fiscal year 2007-08 2018-19, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the commissioner,
using information provided by a statewide education policy research institute, shall
review the essential programs and services career and technical education, special
education, specialized student populations, system administration and operations and
maintenance components under this chapter and shall submit to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters any
recommended changes for legislative action.

3. Components to be reviewed beginning in fiscal year 2019-20. Beginning in
fiscal year 2008-09 2019-20, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the commissioner,
using information provided by a statewide education policy research institute, shall
review the essential programs and services professional development, student assessment,
technology, transportation, leadership support, cocurricular and extra-curricular activities,
supplies and equipment and, beginning in fiscal year 2016-17, charter school components
under this chapter and shall submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over education matters any recommended changes for legislative
action.
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The commissioner may adjust the schedule by replacing one component in one year

with another component in another year if information on a specific component is needed
in an earlier time frame. This replacement may not result in a component's being
reviewed beyond a 4-year period. The commissioner may include a review of one or
more of the components from sections 15688-A, 15689 and 15689-A to the schedule in
addition to the components listed in this section.

Sec. C-45. 20-A MRSA §15688-A, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt.
C, §10, is further amended to read:

1. Career and technical education costs. Beginning in fiscal year 2647148 2018-
19, the allocation for career and technical education must be based upon a program-
driven model that considers components for direct instruction, central administration,
supplies, operation and maintenance of plant, other student and staff support and
equipment. Monthly payments must be made directly to school administrative units with
career and technical education centers and directly to career and technical education
regions. If a school administrative unit with a career and technical education center or a
career and technical education region has any unexpended funds at the end of the fiscal
year, these funds must be carried forward for the purposes of career and technical
education.

Sec. C-46. 20-A MRSA §15688-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2015, c. 489, §9,
is repealed.

Sec. C-47. 20-A MRSA §15688-A, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt.
C, §11, is amended to read:

5. School improvement and support. The commissioner may expend and disburse
funds to support school improvement activities to school administrative units whose
eligibility and priority is established pursuant to section 6214 in accordance with chapter
222,

Sec. C-48. 20-A MRSA §15688-A, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt.
C, §11, is repealed.

Sec. C-49. 20-A MRSA §15689, sub-§1, A, as amended by PL 2013, c. 1, Pt.
C, §4, is further amended to read:

A. The sum of the following calculations:

(1) Multiplying 5% of each school administrative unit's essential programs and
services per-pupil elementary rate by the average number of resident kindergarten
to grade 8 pupils as determined under section 15674, subsection 1, paragraph C,
subparagraph (1); and
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(2) Multiplying 5% of each school administrative unit's essential programs and
services per-pupil secondary rate by the average number of resident grade 9 to
grade 12 pupils as determined under section 15674, subsection 1, paragraph C,
subparagraph (1)-; and

Sec. C-50. 20-A MRSA §15689, sub-§1, §B, as amended by PL 2015, c. 389,
Pt. C, §7, is further amended to read:

B. The school administrative unit's special education costs as calculated pursuant to
section 15681-A, subsection 2 multiplied by the following transition percentages:

(1) In fiscal year 2005-06, 84%:;
(2) In fiscal year 2006-07, 84%:;
(3) In fiscal year 2007-08, 84%:;
(4) In fiscal year 2008-09, 45%:;

(5) In fiscal year 2009-10, 40% including funds provided under Title XIV of the
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009;

(6) In fiscal year 2010-11, 35% including funds provided under Title XIV of the
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
0of 2009;

(7) In fiscal year 2011-12, 30%;

(8) In fiscal year 2012-13, 30%;

(9) In fiscal year 2013-14, 35%;

(10) In fiscal year 2014-15, 30%;

(11) In fiscal year 2015-16, 30%;

(12) In fiscal year 2016-17, 30%;

(13) In fiscal year 2017-18, 35% 33%;
(14) In fiscal year 2018-19, 40%;

(15) In fiscal year 2019-20, 45%; and

(16) In fiscal year 2020-21 and succeeding years, 50%.
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Sec. C-51. 20-A MRSA §15689, sub-§11, 4B, as amended by PL 2013, c. 1, Pt.
C, §5, is further amended to read:

B. The amount of the adjustment for economically disadvantaged students is the
difference, but not less than zero, between the state share of the total allocation under
this chapter and the amount computed as the school administrative unit's total
allocation for economically disadvantaged students, multiplied by the relevant

percentage in subsection 1, paragraph B. Fer—the 201213 fundingyear—this
paragraph-

Sec. C-52. 20-A MRSA §15689, sub-§13, A, as reallocated by RR 2011, c. 2,
§20, is amended to read:

A. Approval of bus refurbishing must be based on eligibility requirements
established by the commissioner, including, but not limited to, the age, mileage and
expected useful life of the bus. Bus refurbishing includes safety upgrades and may
include technology capability.

Sec. C-53. 20-A MRSA §15689, sub-§§14 and 15 are enacted to read:

14. MaineCare seed for school administrative units. The commissioner may
deduct from a school administrative unit's state subsidy and pay on behalf of the school
administrative unit allowable school-based costs that represent the school administrative
unit's portion of MaineCare payments. A transfer of payment by the department to the
Department of Health and Human Services must be made pursuant to a schedule agreed
upon by the Department of Health and Human Services and the department and in a
manner that remains in compliance with federal intergovernmental transfer requirements.
No later than 90 days after the incurrence of allowable school-based payments to schools,
the Department of Health and Human Services shall provide the detailed payment
information to the department. The department shall make this information available and
apply the adjustment to the appropriate school administrative units within 30 days of
receipt of the detailed payment information from the Department of Health and Human
Services.

15. Special education budgetary hardship adjustment. Beginning in fiscal year
2018-19, the following provisions apply to adjustments for special education budgetary

hardships.

A. If a school administrative unit determined eligible pursuant to paragraph B
petitions the commissioner and demonstrates that the unexpected education costs of
placement of a student in a special education program will cause a budgetary
hardship, the commissioner may provide to the unit an amount not to exceed the
allowable costs of the placement less 3 times the statewide special education EPS
per-pupil rate for in-district placements or less 4 times the statewide special education
EPS per-pupil rate for out-of-district placements. The allowable costs are those
special education costs described in section 15672, subsection 30-A, paragraphs A
and B.

B. The commissioner shall determine that a school administrative unit is eligible for
an adjustment under paragraph A if:
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(1) The student's placement is a result of an appeal approved by the
commissioner pursuant to section 5205, subsection 6 or the student became the
fiscal responsibility of the school administrative unit after the passage of that
unit's budget for the current fiscal year; and

(2) The school administrative unit's unexpected allowable costs result in a 5% or
more increase in the percentage of the unit's special education budget category to
the unit's total budget excluding the debt service budget category.

C. The funds for adjustments under paragraph A are limited to the amount
appropriated by the Legislature for that purpose, and any unexpended balance from
another program's appropriated amounts under this chapter may be applied by the
commissioner toward the adjustments.

D. A school administrative unit may expend the funds from the adjustment under
paragraph A without seeking approval by the unit's legislative body.

Sec. C-54. 20-A MRSA §15689-A, as amended by PL 2015, c. 63, §1 and c. 267,
Pt. C, §§13 and 14 and Pt. GGG, §2 and corrected by RR 2015, c. 1, §15, is further
amended to read:

§15689-A. Authorization of payment of targeted education funds

1. Payment of state agency client costs. State agency client costs are payable
pursuant to this subsection. As used in this subsection, "state agency client" has the same
meaning as defined in section 1, subsection 34-A.

A. The commissioner shall approve special education costs and supportive services,
including transportation, for all state agency clients placed in residential placements
by an authorized agent of a state agency.

B. Special education costs authorized by this subsection for state agency clients must
be paid by the department in the allocation year at 100% of actual costs.

C. The commissioner shall pay only approved special education costs and supportive
services, including transportation, authorized by this subsection for state agency
clients and may not allocate for those special education costs and supportive services,
including transportation, incurred by the school administrative unit for state agency
clients in the base years starting July 1, 1985, and every base year thereafter.

D. Transportation costs for state agency clients, when provided in accordance with
rules established by the commissioner under section 7204, must be paid by the
department in the allocation year at 100% of actual costs.

E. The commissioner may pay tuition to school administrative units or private
schools for the education of institutional residents within the limits of the allocation
made under this section.

F. The commissioner may deduct from these funds and pay on behalf of the state
agency clients allowable school-based costs that represent the State's portion of
MaineCare payments. A transfer of payment by the department to the Department of
Health and Human Services must be made pursuant to a schedule agreed upon by the
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Department of Health and Human Services and the department and in a manner that
remains in compliance with federal intergovernmental transfer requirements.

3. Essential programs and services components contract. The commissioner may
contract for the updating of the essential programs and services component with a
statewide education research institute.

6. Education research contract. The commissioner may contract for the
compilation and analysis of education data with a statewide education research institute.

7. Disbursement limitations. The funds disbursed in accordance with this section
are limited to the amounts appropriated by the Legislature for these purposes.

9. Emergency bus loan. The commissioner may pay annual payments for an
emergency bus loan.

10. Data management and support services for essential programs and services.
The commissioner may pay costs attributed to system maintenance and staff support
eonststing-of H positions that provide professional and administrative support to general
purpose aid for local schools necessary to implement the requirements of the Essential
Programs and Services Funding Act.

11. Courses for credit at eligible postsecondary institutions. The commissioner
may pay costs for secondary students to take postsecondary courses at eligible
institutions. For the purposes of this subsection, "secondary student" includes a student
in a home instruction program pursuant to section 5001-A, subsection 3, paragraph A,
subparagraph (4) but does not include a student that is not a resident of the State pursuant
to section 5205, subsection 10.

12. National board certification salary supplement. The commissioner may pay
annual salary supplement payments to school administrative units or a publicly supported
secondary school for payment to school teachers who have attained certification from the
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards or its successor organization
pursuant to section 13013-A.

12-A. Learning through technology. The commissioner may pay costs attributed

to professwnal and admlnlstratlve staff support GGHS&SH—Hg—Gf—Gﬁ%EdHG&HGﬂ—T%&H&—aﬂd

H—pesmeﬂs professwnal development and training in the use of open educatlonal
resources and open-source textbooks and system maintenance for a program that
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promotes learning through technology. A transfer of All Other funds from the General
Purpose Aid for Local Schools account to the All Other line category in the Learning
Through Technology General Fund nonlapsing account sufficient to support the All Other
costs and the agreement that provides one-to-one wireless computers for 7th grade, 8th
grade and high school students and educators may occur annually by financial order upon
recommendation of the State Budget Officer and approval of the Governor.

13. Jobs for Maine's Graduates. The commissioner may expend and disburse
funds for the Jobs for Maine's Graduates in accordance with the provisions of chapter
226.

14. Maine School of Science and Mathematics. The commissioner may expend
and disburse funds for the Maine School of Science and Mathematics in accordance with
the provisions of chapter 312.

15. Maine Educational Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the
Governor Baxter School for the Deaf. The commissioner may expend and disburse
funds for the Maine Educational Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the
Governor Baxter School for the Deaf in accordance with provisions of chapter 304.

16. Transportation administration. The commissioner may pay costs attributed to

one—Edueation—Speetalist Hl-position professional and administrative staff support and

system maintenance necessary to implement the transportation requirements of this
chapter and chapter 215.

17. Special education and coordination of services for juvenile offenders. The
commissioner may pay certain costs attributed to staff support and associated operating
costs for providing special education and providing coordination of education, treatment
and other services to juvenile offenders at youth development centers in Charleston-and

South Portland. A transfer of All Other funds from the General Purpose Aid for Local
Schools account to the Personal Services and All Other line categories in the Long Creek
Youth Development Center General Fund account within the Department of Corrections,

sufficient to supporc 2 Teacher posmons aﬂd—te—sh%Meﬂi%am—Vt%w%Feut-h—Develepmen{

ene—'Peaehef one Educatlon Spe01ahst I posmon and one Ofﬁce Assomate II position,
may occur annually by financial order upon recommendation of the State Budget Officer
and approval of the Governor.
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
L.D. 390

19. Miscellaneous costs limitations. The amounts of the miscellaneous costs
pursuant to this section are limited to the amounts appropriated by the Legislature for
these costs.

20. Center of Excellence for At-risk Students. The commissioner may expend and
disburse funds for the Center of Excellence for At-risk Students in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 227.

This subsection is repealed July 1. 2019.

21. Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Educational Services. The commissioner
may expend and disburse funds from the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Educational
Services in accordance with the provisions of chapter 114-A.

23. Comprehensive early college programs. The commissioner may expend and
disburse funds to support early college programs that:

A. Provide secondary students with the opportunity to graduate from high school in 4
years with a high school diploma and at least 30 regionally accredited transferable
postsecondary credits allowing for completion of an associate degree within one
additional year of postsecondary schooling;

B. Involve a high school, a career and technical education center or region and one
or more institutions of higher education;

C. Organize students into cohort groups and provide them with extensive additional
guidance and support throughout the program with the goals of raising aspirations,
increasing employability and encouraging postsecondary degree attainment; and

D. Maintain a focus on serving students who might not otherwise pursue a
postsecondary education.

25. Community schools. The commissioner may expend and disburse funds for the
establishment of community schools in accordance with the provisions of chapter 333.
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
L.D. 390

This subsection is repealed July 1, 2021.

26. Maine School for Marine Science, Technology, Transportation and
Engineering. The commissioner may expend and disburse funds for the Maine School
for Marine Science, Technology, Transportation and Engineering in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 312-A.

Sec. C-55. 20-A MRSA §15689-B, sub-§2-A, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 54, §7,
1s amended to read:

2-A. Notification of state contribution to public charter schools. The
commissioner shall annually, prior to February Ist, notify the governing board of each
public charter school of the estimated amount of state contribution to be allocated to the
public charter school pursuant to section 15683-B and post these estimated contributions
on the department's publicly accessible website. The posted state contributions must be
itemized for each public charter school within a single table and include the complete
totals allocated for each public charter school including the amounts directed to the
Maine Charter School Commission. These tabulations must be maintained as yearly
records and updated whenever the department recalculates any allocations.

Sec. C-56. 20-A MRSA §15905, sub-§1, YA, as amended by PL 2015, c. 389,
Pt. C, §10, is further amended to read:

A. The state board may approve projects as long as no project approval will cause
debt service costs, as defined in section 15672, subsection 2-A, paragraph A and
pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 223, section 4, to exceed the maximum limits
specified in Table 1 in subsequent fiscal years.
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
L.D. 390

Table 1
Major Capital Integrated, Consolidated
Secondary and Postsecondary
Project
Fiscal year Maximum Debt Service Limit ~ Maximum Debt Service Limit
1990 $ 48,000,000
1991 $ 57,000,000
1992 $ 65,000,000
1993 $ 67,000,000
1994 $ 67,000,000
1995 $ 67,000,000
1996 $ 67,000,000
1997 $ 67,000,000
1998 $ 67,000,000
1999 $ 69,000,000
2000 $ 72,000,000
2001 $ 74,000,000
2002 $ 74,000,000
2003 $ 80,000,000
2004 $ 80,000,000
2005 $ 84,000,000
2006 $ 90,000,000
2007 $ 96,000,000
2008 $100,000,000
2009 $104,000,000
2010 $108,000,000
2011 $126,000,000
2012 $116,000,000
2013 $116,000,000
2014 $126,000,000 $10,000,000
2015 $126,000,000 $10,000,000
2016 $126,000,000 $10,000,000
2017 $126,000,000 $10,000,000
2018 $126,000,000 $10,000,000
2019 $126,000,000 $10,000,000
2020 $126.,000.000 $20.000,000
2021 $126.000,000 $20,000,000
2022 $126.,000.000 $20.000,000
2023 $126.,000.000 $20.000,000

Sec. C-57. PL 2015, c. 389, Pt. A, §1, sub-§3, first € is amended to read:

3. Meetings; duties. The commission shall meet at least 6 times eaeh—year in 2016
and—n—201+7. In order to identify solutions to lower the cost of public education and
improve student performance, the commission shall collect and analyze data from all
public secondary and postsecondary education units in the State that receive state
funding. In conducting its review and analysis, the commission may:
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,
L.D. 390

Sec. C-58. PL 2015, c. 389, Pt. A, §1, sub-§§5 and 6 are amended to read:

5. Report; legislation. By January 10, 2017 andJanaary1+0; 2048, the commissioner
shall submit to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having

jurisdiction over education matters a report of the commission that includes findings and
recommendations for action to reform public education funding and improve student
performance in the State. Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, upon submission of eaeh the
report of the commission, the commissioner is authorized to submit to the Legislature a
bill to implement the commission's recommendations.

6. Expiration of commission. The commission is authorized until Jy34-2648 July
1,2017.

Sec. C-59. Mill expectation. No later than 30 days following the effective date
of this Part, the Department of Education, based on this Part, shall calculate the mill
expectation pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15671-A for
fiscal year 2017-18. The mill expectation calculated by the department pursuant to this
section is the mill expectation for fiscal year 2017-18. The department shall immediately
report the mill expectation to the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and
Financial Affairs and the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs.

Sec. C-60. Total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to
grade 12. The total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 for
fiscal year 2017-18 is as follows:

2017-18
TOTAL
Total Operating Allocation
Total operating allocation pursuant to the Maine Revised $1,410,957,308

Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15683 before transition
adjustment pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15671, subsection 7
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,

L.D. 390

Total operating allocation pursuant to Title 20-A, section
15683 after transition adjustment pursuant to Title 20-A,
section 15671, subsection 7

Total adjustments to state subsidy pursuant to Title 20-A,
section 15689 included in subsidizable costs and total other
subsidizable costs pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15681-A

Total Operating Allocation and Subsidizable Costs

Total operating allocation pursuant to Title 20-A, section
15683 and total other subsidizable costs pursuant to Title
20-A, section 15681-A

Total Debt Service Allocation

Total debt service allocation pursuant to Title 20-A, section
15683-A

Total Adjustments and Targeted Education Funds

Adjustments pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689

Audit adjustments pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689,
subsection 4

Educating students in long-term drug treatment center
adjustments pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689,
subsection 5

Regionalization, consolidation and efficiency assistance
adjustments pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689,
subsection 9

Bus refurbishing program adjustments pursuant to Title
20-A, section 15689, subsection 13

MaineCare seed payments adjustments pursuant to Title
20-A, section 15689, subsection 14

Total adjustments to the state share of the total allocation
pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689

Special education costs for state agency clients and state
wards pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689-A, subsection
1
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$1,392,639,397

$520,962,183

$1,913,601,580

$87,568,693

$250,000

$374,432

$0

$180,123

$642,466

$1,447,021

$26,440,054
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,

L.D. 390

Essential programs and services components contract
pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 3
Education research institute contract pursuant to Title
20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 6

Learning through technology program pursuant to Title
20-A, section 15689-A, subsections 8 and 12-A
Emergency bus loan pursuant to Title 20-A, section
15689-A, subsection 9

Data management and support services for essential
programs and services pursuant to Title 20-A, section
15689-A, subsection 10

Postsecondary course payments pursuant to Title 20-A,
section 15689-A, subsection 11

National board certification salary supplement pursuant to
Title 20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 12

Jobs for Maine's Graduates including college pursuant to
Title 20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 13

Maine School of Science and Mathematics pursuant to
Title 20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 14

Maine Educational Center for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689-A,
subsection 15

Transportation administration pursuant to Title 20-A,
section 15689-A, subsection 16

Special education for juvenile offenders (Department of
Corrections positions, prior to fiscal year 2017-18)
pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 17
Center of Excellence for At-risk Students pursuant to Title
20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 20

Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Educational Services
pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 21
Comprehensive early college programs funding (bridge
year program) pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689-A,
subsection 23

Community school pilots (3 pilot projects for 5 years)
pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15689-A, subsection 25
Maine School for Marine Science, Technology,
Transportation and Engineering pursuant to Title 20-A,
section 15689-A, subsection 26

Total targeted education funds pursuant to Title 20-A, section
15689-A
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$300,000
$250,000
$14,417,986
$0

$5,950,522

$2,000,000

$307,551
$3,545,379
$3,615,347

$7,769,215

$139,235

$375,447

$200,000
$0

$1,000,000

$50,000

$0

$66,360,736
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COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT “A” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “C” to H.P. 281,

L.D. 390

Enhancing student performance and opportunity pursuant to
Title 20-A, section 15688-A

Career and technical education costs pursuant to Title
20-A, section 15688-A, subsection 1

College transitions programs through adult education
college readiness programs pursuant to Title 20-A, section
15688-A, subsection 2

School improvement and support pursuant to Title 20-A,
section 15688-A, subsection 5

National industry standards for career and technical
education pursuant to Title 20-A, section 15688-A,
subsection 6

New or expanded public preschool pursuant to Title 20-A,
section 15688-A, subsection 4

T