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 (4-2)  On motion of Representative FARRIN of Norridgewock, the following Joint 
Resolution:  (H.P. 1349) (Cosponsored by Senator WHITTEMORE of Somerset and 
Representatives: AUSTIN of Skowhegan, GRIGNON of Athens, HARVELL of Farmington, 
PICCHIOTTI of Fairfield, SKOLFIELD of Weld, STETKIS of Canaan, STROM of Pittsfield, 
Senator: DAVIS of Piscataquis) 
 

 
JOINT RESOLUTION, RECOGNIZING THE SKOWHEGAN STATE FAIR ON ITS 

200TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
 WHEREAS, the Skowhegan State Fair is the nation's oldest consecutively running 
agricultural fair; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the fair was first organized in late 1818 by the Somerset Central 
Agricultural Society, with the first fair being held in January 1819; and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the expressed purposes of the fair was to improve the breeding of 
livestock, with particular emphasis being placed upon the betterment of breeds of horses and 
cattle, an objective that has been continuously maintained by succeeding fair management; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the fair was officially designated the Skowhegan State Fair in 1942; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the present fairgrounds were acquired in 1856 and over the years the 
original boundaries were extended from time to time as additional acreage became available, 
with the latest expansion occurring in 2005; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the fair annually draws thousands of patrons from all over the United States 
and Canada; and 
 
 WHEREAS, exhibitors at the fair come from more than 100 towns and cities in Maine as 
well as from many other states, and over the years many popular performers have appeared on 
the fair's stage; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the fair has been kept alive and active by successive generations of 
dedicated men and women in the area; now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Twenty-eighth Legislature 
now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this 
opportunity to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the Skowhegan State Fair and to 
recognize the devotion of its organizers in keeping the fair open for many generations; and be it 
further 
 
 RESOLVED: That suitable copies of this resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary 
of State, be transmitted to the organizers of the Skowhegan State Fair. 
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