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ORDERS 

 
 (4-1)  On motion of Representative TALBOT ROSS of Portland, the following Joint 
Resolution:  (H.P. 1334) (Cosponsored by Senator BREEN of Cumberland) 
 

JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a Baptist minister and activist who was the 
most visible spokesperson and leader in the civil rights movement from 1954 to 1968; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. King advocated the furtherance of civil and human rights for Americans 
through nonviolent acts of civil disobedience, including the Montgomery bus boycott, the 1963 
March on Washington, where he delivered his famous "I Have a Dream" speech, and the Selma 
to Montgomery marches; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for his tireless work to ensure equality and justice, Dr. King in October 
1964 received the Nobel Peace Prize, a high and honorable distinction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, his eloquence, his perseverance and his faith moved the Nation and brought 
about sweeping changes by appealing to the better instincts and consciences of his fellow human 
beings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 1968, Dr. King was planning a national effort, called the Poor People's 
Campaign, to gain economic justice for impoverished people in the United States; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. King was in Memphis, Tennessee in April 1968 to support sanitary 
public works employees who had been on strike for higher wages and better treatment, and on 
April 3, 1968 delivered his "I've Been to the Mountaintop" address, calling for unity, economic 
actions, boycotts and nonviolent protest while challenging the United States to live up to its 
ideals; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. King was assassinated at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis on April 4, 
1968, an event in which the Nation lost its greatest peacemaker; now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Twenty-eighth Legislature 
now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, pause in our 
deliberations to recognize the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and the importance of perpetuating his living legacy of nonviolence, peaceful protest and 
equality of rights for all. 
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