
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from electronic originals 
(may include minor formatting differences from printed original) 

 
 



HOUSE ADVANCE JOURNAL AND CALENDAR - Tuesday, January 16, 2018 Page 7 

 
 

ORDERS 

 
 (4-1)  On motion of Representative TALBOT ROSS of Portland, the following Joint Resolution:  
(H.P. 1234) (Cosponsored by Senator KATZ of Kennebec and Representatives: COREY of Windham, 
ESPLING of New Gloucester, FREY of Bangor, GROHMAN of Biddeford, HARLOW of Portland, 
HERBIG of Belfast, Senators: BREEN of Cumberland, VOLK of Cumberland) 
 

JOINT RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY IN THE 

YEAR OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS DEATH 
 
 WHEREAS, January 15, 2018 marks the national and state holiday in honor of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., commemorating his birth on January 15, 1929; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Martin Luther King, Jr., advocated the furtherance of civil and human rights for 
Americans through nonviolent acts of civil disobedience; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this man of powerful voice and spirit showed this country a dream of "an oasis of 
freedom and justice"; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for his tireless work to ensure equality and justice, Dr. King was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize, a high and honorable distinction, in 1964; and 
 
 WHEREAS, his eloquence, his perseverance and his faith moved mountains and brought about 
sweeping changes by appealing to the better instincts and consciences of his fellow human beings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this year marks the 50th anniversary of the Memphis sanitation workers strike, 
which lasted from February 11, 1968 to April 16, 1968 and which Dr. King declared to be a major part of 
the Poor People's Campaign, an effort to gain economic justice for poor Americans of diverse 
backgrounds; and 
 
 WHEREAS, during the strike, Dr. King delivered to the strikers his last speech, "I've Been to the 
Mountaintop," calling for unity, economic actions, boycotts and nonviolent protest while challenging the 
United States to live up to its ideals; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the life of Martin Luther King, Jr., which ended so tragically on April 4, 1968, is a 
shining example to Americans and citizens of the world at large of uncompromising dedication to 
democratic values; now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Twenty-eighth Legislature now 
assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the extraordinary life and works of this teacher, reformer and humanitarian, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and pause in our deliberations to recognize and commemorate the occasion of his birth. 
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