MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




127th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2015

Legislative Document No. 1235

S.P. 440 In Senate, April 7, 2015

An Act To Strengthen Standards-based Diplomas

(EMERGENCY)

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered

printed.

HEATHER J.R. PRIEST
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator ALFOND of Cumberland.

Cosponsored by Representative HUBBELL of Bar Harbor and
Senators: LANGLEY of Hancock, MILLETT of Cumberland.

Printed on recycled paper



12

13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28

29

30
31
32
33
34

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, this legislation requires the Department of Education to convene a
working group to develop standards, assessments and assessment criteria for determining
student proficiency for secondary school graduation; and

Whereas, these standards, assessments and assessment criteria need to be developed
and submitted for review before the expiration of the 90-day period; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. PL 2011, c. 669, §9, sub-§1 is amended to read:

1. The Department of Education shall convene a working group to develop
standards, assessments and assessment criteria for determining student proficiency in the
guiding principles as outlined in department rule that are required for secondary school
graduation beginning January 1, 2047 2019. The working group must include
representatives from school administrative units currently developing those standards,
assessments and assessment criteria. The working group shall develop draft standards,
assessments and assessment criteria for review not later than July 1, 2643 2015.

Sec. 2. Working group meetings. The Department of Education shall convene
the working group pursuant to Public Law 2011, chapter 669, section 9, subsection 1 as
soon as practicable after the effective date of this Act, and all meetings must be open to
the public with prior public notice. Regular meetings must be held as needed until July 1,
2019, except that the working group may cease meeting before July 1, 2019 upon a
majority vote of the members.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this
legislation takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill changes the date by which the Department of Education's working group is
required to develop and submit for review standards, assessments and assessment criteria
for determining student proficiency as part of the development of a standards-based
system of education. The bill also requires the working group to begin meeting as soon as
practicable and that all meetings be open to the public.
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