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L.D. 1763

Date:3/lL+/’ L/_‘ (Filing No. H-bg_g)

VETERANS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
126TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “A ” to H.P. 1265, L.D. 1763, Bill, “An Act To

Make Available to the Public Certain Information Concerning the Alcohol Content of
Malt Liquor, Wine and Spirits”

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and inserting the following:
'Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA §709, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1999, c. 275, §1, is further

amended to read:

1. Certain practices prohibited. The following practices are prohibited.
A. No licensee or employee or agent of a licensee may:

(1) Offer or deliver any free liquor to any person or group of persons;

(2) Deliver more than 2 drinks containing spirits, a carafe containing more than
one liter or 33.8 ounces of wine, or any serving or pitcher containing more than
one liter or 33.8 ounces of malt liquor, to one person at one time;

(3) Sell, offer to sell or deliver to any person or group of persons an unlimited
number of drinks for a fixed price, except at private functions not open to the
public;

(4) Encourage or permit, on the licensed premises, any game or contest that
involves drinking or the awarding of drinks as prizes; or

(5) Any Engage in any other practice the specific purpose of which is to
encourage customers of the licensee to drink to excess;-and,

B. No licensee may advertise or promote in any way, whether within or without the
licensed premises, any of the practices prohibited under paragraph A. This paragraph
does not prohibit a licensee or employee or agent of a licensee from including the
alcohol content of malt liquor, wine or spirits in an advertisement or on a label, or in
a display on an advertisement or label, if the alcohol content is expressed as a
percentage of alcohol by volume.'
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “A’” to H.P. 1265, L.D. 1763

SUMMARY

This amendment strikes the provision in the bill that prohibits a liquor licensee from
displaying images or phrases that are likely to be considered statements of high alcohol
content, such as "full strength," "high test" or "extra strength." It retains the provision in
the bill that ensures a licensee may display the alcohol content of malt liquor, wine or
spirits when it is expressed as a percentage of alcohol by volume. Current law prohibits a
licensee from posting any advertisement that includes the alcohol content of malt liquor,

expressed in any manner. The amendment maintains the section in the bill that repeals
this prohibition.
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