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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA 81059 is enacted to read:

§10509.

Possession, transfer or importation of ammunition feeding device

1.

A person is quilty of possession, transfer or importation of an ammunition feeding

device if the person, without authority to do so, possesses, transfers or imports into the

State an ammunition feeding device.

2.

As used in this section, "ammunition feeding device" means a device used with a

firearm such as a magazine, belt, drum, feed strip or similar device that has a capacity of,

or that can be readily restored or converted to accept, more than 10 rounds of

ammunition.
3. Possession, transfer or importation of an ammunition feeding device is a Class D
crime.
4. This section does not apply to:
A. Possession of an ammunition feeding device by a person who:
(1) Lawfully possessed the ammunition feeding device before the effective date
of this section; or
(2) Is retired from service with a law enforcement agency and is not otherwise
prohibited from receiving ammunition, as long as the ammunition feeding device
was transferred to the person by the law enforcement agency upon the person's
retirement; or
B. Possession, transfer or importation of an ammunition feeding device by:

(1) A governmental department or agency or law enforcement officer for
purposes of law enforcement;

(2) A licensee under Title | of the federal Atomic Energy Act of 1954, Public
Law 83-703 or an employee or contractor of that licensee for purposes of
establishing and maintaining a physical protection and security system or
organization required by federal law; or

(3) A person who is engaged in testing of or experimentation with the
ammunition feeding device authorized by the commissioner.

SUMMARY

This bill makes the possession, transfer or importation of an ammunition feeding
device for a firearm a Class D crime. An ammunition feeding device is a device such as a
magazine, belt, drum or other device that has a capacity of more than 10 rounds of
ammunition. Exceptions include:

1. The possession of an ammunition feeding device by:
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A. A person who lawfully possessed the device before the effective date of this Act;
or

B. A person who has retired from a law enforcement agency and received the device
from the agency upon the person's retirement; or

2. The possession, transfer or importation of an ammunition feeding device by:

A. A governmental agency, department or law enforcement officer for purposes of
law enforcement;

B. A licensee under Title | of the federal Atomic Energy Act of 1954 or an employee
or contractor of the licensee for purposes of establishing and maintaining a physical
protection and security system or organization required by federal law; or

C. A person who is engaged in the authorized testing of or experimentation with the
ammunition feeding device.
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