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Date: 3/31 J I ( 
L.D.554 

(Filing No. H-b3) 

ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House. 

STATE OF MAINE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

125TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 437, L.D. 554, Bill, "An Act To 
Amend the Telecommunications Education Access Fund" 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the 
summary and inserting the following: 

'Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §7104-B, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2001, c. 522, §2, is 
further amended to read: 

5. Guidelines for funding. The commission shall allocate money from the fund 
using the following guidelines: 

A. To ensure a basic level of connectivity for all of the qualified schools and 
qualified libraries in the State; 

B. To ensure that all qualified schools, qualified libraries and the Raymond H. Fogler 
Library at the University of Maine are capable of using the advanced technology 
equipment obtained through the fund; 

C. To ensure that more technologically sophisticated equipment is available to 
students in grades 9 to 12 and in larger qualified libraries in the State; 

D. To provide for necessary equipment to use the services obtained through the fund; 

E. To provide for internal connections necessary to use the services obtained through 
the fund; 

F. To provide training to teachers so that they may assist and educate their students 
in the use of the advanced technology equipment; 

G. To provide for the establishment of computer technology training programs in 
schools to provide training to students in areas such as, but not limited to, electronic 
commerce, Internet proficiency and World Wide Web-enabled systems; and 

H. To provide for electronic database content to be used for the purposes of 
accessing information by schools and libraries. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT"~" to H.P. 437, L.D. 554 

1 A minimum of 25% of each annual program budget must be devoted to targeted projects 
2 that are innovative and technologically advanced.' 

3 SUMMARY 

4 This amendment replaces the bill. This amendment removes from the law governing 
5 the telecommunications education access fund a provision that requires that at least 25% 
6 of the annual budget of the fund be devoted to targeted innovative projects. 
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