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124th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2010 

Legislative Document No. 1820 

H.P.1300· House of Representatives, March 16,2010 

An Act To Exempt Certain Necessary School Auxiliary Buildings 
for New Heating Systems from Referendum Requirements 

(AFTER DEADLINE) 

(EMERGENCY) 

. Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
205. 

Reference to the Committee" on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Representative TARDY of Newport. 

1J1~ /J7. 77!ac~{ 
MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND 

Clerk 

Cosponsored by Representatives: EDGECOMB of Caribou, JOHNSON of Greenville, 
RICHARDSON of Carmel. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not 
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

3 Whereas, current law requires that, prior to final approval by the Board of 
4 Education, a school construction project must be approved at a public referendum; and 

5 Whereas, only a project fitting a very limited definition of a small scale school 
6 construction project is exempt from the referendum requirement; and 

7 Whereas, it would expedite needed improvement projects to permit the construction 
8 of an auxiliary building to house a new heating system without a public referendum; and 

9 Whereas, it is necessary that this exemption be implemented immediately in order 
10 for schools to begin project planning; and 

11 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within 
12 tbemeaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as 
13 immediately necessary for the preservation o'rthe public peace, health and safety; now, 
14 therefore, . . 

15 . Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

16 Sec. 1.20-A MRSA §15904, first~, as amended bX PL 1985, c. 248, §3, is 
17 further amended to read: 

18 
19 
20 
21 

Prior to final approval by the state board, a school construction project, except a 
small scale school construction project as defined in section 15901, subsection 4-A or the 
construction of an auxiliary building for the housing of a heating system, must receive a 
favorable vote conducted in accordance with the following. 

22 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
. 23 legislation takes effect when approved. 

24 SUMMARY 

25 This bill exempts the construction of a school's auxiliary building for the housing of a 
26 heating system from the public referendum requirement. 
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