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124th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2010 

Legislative Document 1755 

H.P.1249 House of Representatives, January 28,2010 

Resolve, To Review Sales of Dairy Products 

~ 

Reported by RepresentativePIEH of Brem:en for the Joint Standing Committee on 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry pursuant to Public Law2009, chapter 213, Part TTT, . 
section 9. . 

Reference to the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry suggested and 
ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 218. 
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Sec. 1. Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources directed 
2 to examine. sales of dairy products. Resolved: That the Commissioner of 
3 Agriculture, Food and Rural. ResOlirces shall convene a working group to study the 
4 feasibility of extending a handling fee to or initiating a sales tax on dairy products other 
5 than fluid milk. The commissioner shall invite dairy farmers, milk processors, retail 
6 grocers, an economist with expertise in marketing and a representative of the Department 
7 of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to participate in 
8 the working group. The commissioner shall seek participation from otheLagencies and 
9 individuals as needed to asslst in determining the products on which to impose a fee, the 

10 point of fee collection and an estimate of revenue generated ... 

II The commissioner shall report to the joint standing cominittee of the Legislature 
12 having jurisdiction over agricultural matters no later than January 15,2011 with 
13 recommendations on how to increase revenue from the sales of dairy products. The joint 
14 standing committee having jurisdiction over agricultural matters may submit a bill to the 
15 First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature regarding fees or taxes on the sale of dai.ry 
16 products. 

11 SUMMARY 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

This resolve directs the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to 
convene a working group to examine the feasibility of increasing revenue to the State by 
extending the handling fee or initiating a sales tax on dairy products other than fluid milk. 
The commissioner is directed to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over agricultural matters by January 15, 2011. The committee is 
authorized to submit a bill.to the First Regular Session oftlie 125th Legislature. 
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