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L.D. 1676

Date: 3 ) /" /O | (Filing No. S—'BQQL

INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
124TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “#& ” to S.P. 648, L.D. 1676, Bill, “An Act To
Protect Maine Citizens' Credit”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the
summary and inserting the following:

'Sec. 1. 9-A MRSA §5-116-A is enacted to read:

65-116—A. Debts owed to health care providers

1. Definition of "health care provider." For purposes of this section, "health care
provider" means a physician, health care practitioner, hospital, clinic, clinical laboratory,
health care facility or other person or facility that provides health care services and is
licensed or registered by the State. ‘

2. Agreement by or on behalf of health care provider. An agreement by a health
care provider, or by a debt collector on behalf of a health care-provider, to accept partial
payments over time without assessment of interest from a consumer on a debt for health
care services is not a consumer credit transaction as defined by section 1-301, subsection

12,
3. Disclosure of available payment arrangements. A health care provider shall

notify a consumer of the availability of any payment arrangements offered by the health
care provider to satisfy a debt for health care services.

4. Rehabilitation of defaulted medical debt. A payment arrangement offered by a
health care provider must provide a consumer the opportunity to reasonably rehabilitate,
cure or remedy a defaulted status of a debt for health care services under terms and
conditions established by the health care provider, including, but not limited to, making
payment in full or making 6 consecutive monthly payments in a timely manner.'

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill. It exempts from the definition of "consumer credit
transaction" under the Maine Consumer Credit Code, an agreement to accept payments
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on debts for health care services without interest over time and requires that a health care
provider disclose to a consumer any available payment arrangements, which, if offered,

must enable the consumer to rehabilitate defaulted loans by meeting certain payment
requirements.
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