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124th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-20l0 

Legislative Document No. 1623 

H.P . .1151 House of Representatives, December 23, 2009 

An Act To Expand Options in the Permanency Plan for Children in 
Foster Care 

Submitted by the.Depmiment of Health and Human Services pursuant to Joint Rule 204. - . , 

Received by the Clerk of the House on December 21,2009. Referred to the Committee on 
Judiciary pursuant to Joint Rule 308.2 and ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule401. 

Presented by Representative BRYANT of Windham. 

Printed \\11 n.:cwkJ pnpL'r 

, ~7J1dJ~d: 1h.1ll(j£~{ 
MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND 

Clerk 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: ) 
2 Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §4038-B, sub-§4, ~ is enacted to read: 

3 D. The pennanency plan must ensure that all in-state and out-of-state placements are 
4 considered to provide children with all possible permanency options. 

5 Sec. 2. 22 ·MRSA §4038-B, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 372, §6, is 
G amended to read: . 

7 . 5. Wishes of child. The District Court shall consider, bl:lt is not bOl:lnd by, the 
8 wishes of a child in making a determination under this section ensure that the child 
9 participates in the permanency hearing, in an age-appropriate manner, if the child so 

10 desires. In addition, the District Court shall consult with the child, in a manner 
11 appropriate to the age of the child, regarding the proposed permanency or transition plan 
12 for the child. The District Court is not bound by the wishes of the child in making a 
13 pennanency determination under this section. 

14' SUMMARY 

15 This bill adopts federal law requirements to clarify that all in-state and out-of-state 
16 placements must be considered to provide a child with all possible permanency options 
17 and that the rights of the child must be respected through providing accommodations that 
18 win allow the.:child to state the child's wishes directly to the court. 
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