MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




124th

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2009

Legislative Document ' . i No. 1224

H.P. 844 ' - House of Representatives, March 26, 2009

An Act Regardlng the Operatlon of County J alls and the State
Board of Corrections .
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printed. :
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 34-A MRSA §1404, sub-§7 is enacted to read:

7. Budget review. The commissioner shall provide the board with the department's
adult correctional and adult probation services budget proposals in a timely fashion in
order that the board may review the budget proposals prior to making  its
recommendations to the joint standing. committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over criminal justice and public safety matters and the joint standing committee of the
Le,qislature having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs.

Sec. 2. 34- AMRSA §1803, sub- §1 as enacted by PL 2007, c. 653, Pt. A, §30 is
amended to read:

B Manage the cost of corrections. The board shall develop a plan to achieve
systemic cost savings.and cost avoidance throughout the unified correctional system with
the goal of operating efficient correctional services: Additionally, the board shall:

A. Set and enforce a yearly growth limitation -for the correctlona] serv10es_
expenditures in each county budget under Title 30-A, section 710;

B. Deve]op reinvestment strategies within the unified correctional system to 1mprove
serv1ces and reduce recidivism; and :

C. Establish boarding rates for the unified correctional system, except boarding rates
for federal inmates-; and

D. Review department budget proposals affecting adult correctional and adult
probation services and submit recommendations regarding these budget proposals to
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal
justice and public safety matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs.

Sec. 3. 34-A MRSA §1803 sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 653, Pt. A, §30, is
amended to read:

[

4. Certificate of need. The board shall review and may approve any future public or
private construction projects. The board shall establish a certificate of need process used
for the review and approval of any future public or private capital correctional
construction projects; a public or _private correctional construction project may not be
undertaken unless the board issues a certificate of need in support of the project. The
board shall adopt rules governing.the procedures relating to the certificate of need process
and financing alternatives.. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major
substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

SUMMARY

This bill makes 2 changes to the laws governing the State Board of Corrections as
follows. :
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1. It requires the Commissioner of Corrections to submit the Department of
Corrections' adult correctional and adult probation services budget proposals to the State

" Board of Corrections and requires the board to review those budget proposals and submit

recommendations regarding them to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters and the joint standing -
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs.

2. It clarifies that a public or private correctional construction project may not
proceed without a certificate of need issued by the board. .
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