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FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2009

Legislative Document , ‘ o ' -No. 1085

SP.403 | " In Senate, March 17, 2009

An Act Concerning Dlspute Resolutlon in Home Constructlon :
Contracts

Reference to the Commrctee on Business, Research and Economic Development suggested
and ordered printed.

JOY J. O'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator MILLS of Somerset.

Printed on recycled paper
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Mame as follows:

Sec. 1. 10 MRSA §1487, sub—§8 as enacted by PL 1987, c. 574, is amended to
read:

8. Resolution of disputes'. A statement allowing the parties the optioﬁ to adopt one
of 3 methods of resolving contract disputes. At a minimum, this statement must provide
the following information:

{Tell-ewmg Dlsputes of $4 500 and under may be resolved w1thout a lawver ina small

claims action. Claims greater than $4,500 may be resolved by a lawsuit or by any of
the following means if both parties agree (check only one if both parties agree):

) Binding arbitration as-regulated-by under the Maine Uniform ‘Arbitration
* Act, with in which the parties agr—eemg agree to accept as final the arbitrator's
decision ( );

(2) Nonbinding arbitration, with the parties free fo net—aeeept reject the

arbitrator's decision and to seek satisfaction a_ solution through other means,
: mcludmgalawsmt( ); or

(3) Mediation, with in _which the parties W&—f&&h
negotiations negotiate through a neutral mediator in erder-te-attempt an effort to

resolve their differences in advance of filing a lawsuit ( )

SUMMARY
ThlS bill amends the home construction contract laws to clarify what steps may be
taken to resolve a dispute between the parties in the contract
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