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124th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2009 

Legislative Document No. 991 

H.P.683 House of Representatives, March 12,2009 

An Act To Create a Statute of Limitations for Oil Discharge 
Violations 

Reference to the Committee on Natural Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative TARDY ofNewpOli. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §347-A, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 337, §1, is amended 
to read: 

4 8. Limitations on air, wastewater and oil discharge enforcement actions. The 
5 following limitations apply to air 004 .. wastewater and oil discharge enforcement actions. 

6 A. If a licensee has rep0l1ed to the depal1ment a violation of chapter 4 or of rules 
7 adopted under chapter 4, an enforcement action for civil or administrative penalties 
8 brought by the department or the Attorney Genenil for that violation must be initiated 
9 within 10 years of the date the licensee reported the violation to the department. 

10 B. If a licensee has rep0l1ed to the department a violation of chapter 3, subchapter 1, 
11 aJ1icle 2 or of rules adopted under chapter 3,subchapter 1, article 2, an enforcement 
12 action for civil or administrative penalties brought by the department or the Attorney 
13 General for that violation must be initiated within 10 years of the date the licensee 
14 reported the violation to the department. 

15 C. If a licensee has reported to the department a violation of chapter 3, subchapter 
16 2-A or of rules adopted under chapter 3, subchapter 2-A, an enforcement action for 
17 civil or administrative penalties brought by the department or the Attorney General 
18 for that violation must be initiated within 3 years of the date the licensee reported the 
19 violation to the department. 

20 SUMMARY 

21 
22 
23 

This bill requires an enforcement action for a violation of the oil discharge laws to be 
brought by the Department of Environmental Protection or the Attorney General within 3 
years of the date the violation is reported to the Department of Environmental Protection. 
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