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FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2009

Legislative Document. T » " No. 740

S.p. 287 ' : , In Senate, February 26, 2009

An Act To Validate the Propert_y Tax Commitments in the Towns
That are Members of Community School District No. 9

(EMERGENCY)

Reference to the Committee on Taxation suggested and ordered printed.

JOY J. O'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator SHERMAN of Aroostook.
- Cosponsored by Representatives: AYOTTE of Caswell, EDGECOMB of Caribou.

Printed on recycled paper



15
16
17
18

19

20 -

21
22

23
24

25

26
27
28
29

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

 Whereas, the towns of Crystal, Dyer Brook, Island Falls, Merrill, Oakfield and
Smyrna are the member towns of Community School District No 9; and ‘

Whereas, in accordance w1th the school budget validation process mandated by
state law, the voters of Community"School District No. 9 repeatedly rejected the school
budget as proposed by the district's board of directors during the summer and fall of
2008; and |

Whereas, the repeated rejection of the school budget by the voters prevented the
member towns of the district from committing their property taxes in a timely manner,
which led to the necessary and budgeted expendltures of those communities exceeding:
their revenues; and

Whereas, the 6 member towns of Community School District No. 9 committed their

‘property taxes on the basis of a reasonably estimated school district budget; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as
immediately necessary for the preservation of the pubhc peace, health and safety; now,
therefore : :

Be it enacted by the People of the State‘of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. Validation and authorization. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the property taxes committed by the towns of Crystal, Dyer Brook Island Falls
Merrill, Oakfield and Smyrna in 2008 are valldated

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency c1ted in the preamble this
legislation takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill validates the property tax commitments executed by the 6 municipalities that
make up Community School District No. 9 in 2008, all of which committed their 2008
taxes late for reasons of financial necessity because the budget of the district had yet to be
approved by the voters. :
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