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124th

' FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2009

Legisiative Ddcument | ' No. 720

H.P. 503 R ‘House of Representatives, February 24, 2009

An Act To Permlt the Commercial Harvestmg of Illegal and
Nuisance Fish Species

Reference to the Committee on Inland Flshenes and Wildlife suggested and ordered
printed.
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* Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

~ Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §12405 is enacted to read:

§12405. Inland waters commercnal fi shmg license; ﬂlegallv stocked and nuisance
fish specnes

The commissioner shall create an inland waters commercial fishing license that

pérmits the harvest of illegally stocked fish or nuisance fish species from inland waters
and allows the license holder to sell those fish oruse those fish for commercial purposes.

The commissioner shall adopt rules to administer the license, identify- nuisance ﬁsh
~ species and set the license fee. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. =

For purposes of this section, "illegally stocked fish" means fish that were introduced
into the inland waters without a valid permit issued under section 12510.

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §12609-A sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §271
and affected by §422, is amended to read:

1. Prohibition. Except as provided in -section 12405 and as otherwise provided in .

this section, a person may not directly or indirectly purchase or sell the following species

' of fish:

A. Black bass;

. Landlocked salmon;
. Pickerel; '

. Togue;

Trout; or

White perch.
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SUMMARY

" . This bill directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to create an
inland waters commercial fishing license that allows the holder to harvest illegally
introduced and nuisance fish species from the inland waters of the State for commercial
purposes. - :
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