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Date: :5 -~~-09 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

L.D.609 

(Filing No. S-~g-) 
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Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate. 
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STATE OF MAINE 

SENATE 

124TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 224, L.D. 609, Bill, "An Act To 
Amend the Laws Governing Involuntary Hospitalization Procedures When Both 
Commitment and Involuntary Treatment Are Sought" 

12 Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following: 

13 'An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Involuntary Hospitalization Procedures' 

14 Amend the bill by inserting after the enacting clause and before section I the 
15 following: 

16 'Sec. 1. 15 MRSA §2211-A, sub-§3-A is enacted to read: 

17 3-A. Authorization of hospitalization. When a person who is hospitalized in a 
18 psychiatric hospital under the provisions of Title 34-B, chapter 3 is sentenced to serve a 
19 straight term of imprisonment or a split sentence in a county jail, the person must remain 
20 hospitalized as long as continued hospitalization is appropriate under Title 34-B, chapter 
21 3. The sheriff shall promptly process the person to initiate execution of the sentence in a 
22 manner that disrupts the person's hospitalization as little as possible. The provisions of 
23 this section apply as if the person had been transferred to the hospital after beginning 
24 serving the sentence at the county jail. 

25 Sec. 2. 34-B MRS A §3861-A is enacted to read: 

26 §3861-A. Notification of hospitalization 

27 When a person who is hospitalized in a psychiatric hospital under the provisions of 
28 this chapter is sentenced to serve a straight term of imprisonment or a split sentence in a 
29 county jail, the chief administrative officer of the hospital shall notify the sheriff of the 
30 county jail so that, in accordance with the provisions of Title 15, section 221 1 -A, the 
31 sheriff may process the person to serve the sentence while hospitalized and the person 
32 may remain in the hospital until ready for discharge.' 

33 Amend the bill by inserting at the end before the summary the following: 

34 'Sec. 2. 34-B MRSA §3871, sub-§3-A is enacted to read: 
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COMMlTIEE AMENDMENT" A" to S.P. 224, L.D. 609 

3-A. Discharge limited. A psychiatric hospital may not discharge a person 
committed under section 3864 solely because the person is placed in execution of a 
sentence in a county jail.' 

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or 
section number to read consecutively. 

SUMMARY 

This amendment clarifies the procedures for a person who is hospitalized 111 a 
psychiatric hospital who is sentenced to serve time in a county jail. 
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