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STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
124TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “%} » to H.P. 362, L.D. 517, Bill, “An Act To
Authorize the Employment of Animal Control Officers by Animal Shelters”

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:

'An Act To Clarify a Municipality's Authority To Contract with an Animal Shelter
for Services' '

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the
summary and inserting the following:

'Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §3947, first 9], as amended by PL 2007, c. 439, §26, is further
amended to read: :

Each municipality shall appoint one or more animal control officers whose duties are
enforcement of sections 3911, 3912, 3916, 3921, 3924, 3943, 3948, 3950, 3950-A, 3952
and 4041 and Title 17, section 1023, responding to reports of animals suspected of having
rabies in accordance with Title 22, sections 1313 and 1313-A and any other duties to
control animals as the municipality may require. ~A_municipality may appoint an
employee of an animal shelter as an animal control officer as long as the person meets the

gualifications and training requirements of this section.

Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §3949, as amended by PL 1997, c. 690, §32, is further amended
by adding after the first paragraph a new paragraph to read:

A municipality may contract with an animal shelter licensed under section 3932-A
for other animal control services. A municipality may not contract with a shelter for the

performance of the duties of an animal control officer as specified in section 3947 unless

an employee of that shelter is the appointed animal control officer for that municipality

and the duties of an animal control officer are performed by the person so appointed.'

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill. It clarifies that a municipality may appoint a
person employed by an animal shelter as an animal control officer. Like the bill, it
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authorizes a municipality to contract with a licensed animal shelter for animal control
services, but it restricts the performance of certain duties to an employee of that shelter
who is the appointed animal control officer for the municipality.
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