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124th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2009 

Legislative Document No. 321 

H.P.257 House of Representatives, February 3,2009 

An Act To Impose a State Residency Requirement for Eligibility for 
General Assistance 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative KNIGHT of Livennore Falls. 

'7JIA~ 111· m(ff;;fzv1WM~:l 
MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND 

Clerk 

Cosponsored by Representative CRAFTS of Lisbon, Senator TRAHAN of Lincoln and 
Representatives: BROWNE of Vassalboro, CHASE of Wells, FINCH of Fairfield, GILES of 
Belfast, HANLEY of Gardiner, SHAW of Standish, SIROIS of Tumer, THIBODEAU of 
Winterport. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §4307, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by PL 1987, c. 349, 
Pt. H, § 15, is amended to read: 

4 2. Municipality of responsibility. Except as provided in subsection 4, a 
5 municipality is responsible for the general assistance support of the following individuals: 

6 A. A An individual who has been a resident in the State for no less than 90 days and 
7 who is a resident of the municipality. For the purposes of this section, a "resident of 
8 the municipality" means a person who is physically present in a municipality with the 
9 intention of remaining in that municipality to maintain or establish a home and who 

10 has no other residence; and 

11 B. Eligible persons who have been residents in the State for no less than 90 days and 
12 who apply to the municipality for assistance and who are not residents of that or any 
13 other municipality. If a person is not a resident of any municipality, the municipality 
14 where that person first applies shall be !§. responsible for support until a new 
15 residence is established. 

16 Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §4307, sub-§3, as repealed and replaced by PL 1987, c. 349, 
17 Pt. H, § 15, is amended to read: 

18 3. Durational residency requirement prohibited. No municipality may establish a 
19 municipal durational residency requirement for general assistance. 

20 SUMMARY 

21 
22 

This bill requires that a person reside in the State for at least 90 days in order to 
qualify for municipal general assistance. 
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