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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §4099-A, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 451, Pt. P, §3, is
amended to read:

1. Case manager. "Case manager" means an agent of the department authorized by
this subchapter to perform all case management functions for a youth alleged or found to
be in-need-ofservices a homeless youth. "Case manager” may include community-based
agencies contracted by the department and persons employed by those agencies to
provide case management services.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §4099-A, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 451, Pt. P, §3, is
amended to read:

3. Services. "Services" means housing, education, food, medical care, mental health
or substance abuse services or treatment, supervision by a parent or legal guardian and
support services, including mediation services, that may assist a homeless youth in-need
efserviees or the youth's family or legal guardian.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §4099-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. SS, §1,
is further amended to read:

4. Homeless youth. "Homeless youth" means a ehild-under15 youth 16 vears of age
or older and under 22 years of age who:

A. Is without proper care or subsistence, education, a home or medical or other care
necessary for the ehild's youth's well-being;

B. Is without or beyond the control of the ehild's youth's parent or legal guardian;

C. Is in imminent danger of serious physical, mental or emotional injury or at risk
of prosecution for a juvenile or adult offense; or

D. Is abusing alcohol or drugs and is at risk of serious harm as a result.

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §4099-C, as amended by PL 2003, c. 561, §§3 to 5, is further
amended to read:

§4099-C. Preliminary assessment; safety plan; other services

1. Preliminary assessment. When a case manager is informed that a youth may be
+#—need—ofservices a_homeless youth, the case manager shall make a preliminary
assessment within 48 hours, including weekends and holidays, to determine whether the
youth is a homeless youth in-need-of-serviees as defined in this subchapter and whether
further action should be taken under subsection 2 or 3.

2. Safety plan. When a case manager determines that a youth is i-need-efservices
a homeless youth, the case manager shall immediately develop a safety plan and arrange
services for the youth and, if appropriate, for the youth's family or legal guardian.

Page 1 - 123LR3072(01)-1



o ~N NN B LN -

W N — OO

o0 NN B

[N J S O R N i N
B WY —- OO

LI LI L W LN DtV R
oW = O D 0~ N

B W W W W
S O R~ N

P S
W ) —

3. Imminent danger. If a youth is determined by a case manager to be in-need-of
services a_homeless youth and is in imminent danger of serious physical, mental or
emotional injury, is at risk of prosecution for a juvenile or adult offense or is abusing
alcohol or drugs and is at risk of serious harm as a result, the case manager shall attempt
to contact the family or legal guardian, if appropriate, to begin services to the youth and
family or legal guardian and shall promptly file a petition to commence court
proceedings.

A. If the court finds that a youth is in-need-ef-services a_homeless youth and is in
imminent danger of serious physical, mental or emotional injury, is at risk of
prosecution for a juvenile or adult offense or is abusing alcohol or drugs and is at
risk of serious harm as a result, the court shall order that a service provider offer
appropriate services to the youth and the youth's family or legal guardian if
appropriate. '

B.  In a proceeding brought under this subsection, if the court orders a service
provider to offer appropriate services to a youth or the youth's family or legal
guardian, the court may not order secure residential placement-or inpatient treatment
or order a youth to participate in services or enter an order of enforcement or
contempt.

4. Treatment by spiritual means. A youth may not be considered to be irneed-ef
serviees a_homeless youth under this subchapter solely because treatment is provided by

spiritual means by an accredited practitioner of a recognized religious organization.
When medical treatment is authorized under this subchapter, treatment by spiritual means
by an accredited practitioner of a recognized religious organization may also be
considered if requested by a youth or the youth's parent or legal guardian.

Sec. 5. Maine Revised Statutes headnote amended; revision clause. In the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, chapter 1071, subchapter 15, in the subchapter
headnote, the words "youth in need of services program" are amended to read "homeless
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youth program" and the Revisor of Statutes shall implement this revision when updating,
publishing or republishing the statutes.

SUMMARY

This bill changes the age of the persons served by the Homeless Youth Program from
under 15 years of age to those 16 years of age or older and under 22 years of age. This
bill repeals the requirements that the Department of Health and Human Services annually
report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services and repeals the
data collection requirement concerning youth who refuse services from the program.
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