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L.D. 1977

Date: q - (‘I ’OY (Filing No. S- %5)

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
123RD LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “A ”to S.P. 771, L.D. 1977, “Resolve, To Establish
a Statewide Protocol for the Early Detection and Treatment of Autism”

Amend the resolve by striking out everything after the title and before the summary
and inserting the following:

‘Sec. 1. Work group. Resolved: That the Department of Education and the
Department of Health and Human Services shall convene an interdepartmental work
group to develop and establish a uniform statewide protocol for screening children from
18 to 30 months of age for signs of autism, to examine models that meet criteria for
evidence-based clinical trials to support individual young children with the diagnosis of
autism served through the Child Development Services System and to examine the
interdepartmental system for capacity and service availability. The interdepartmental
work group shall report to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs and health and human services matters by
January 15, 2009. The joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over education and cultural affairs and health and human services matters may submit
legislation to the First Regular Session of the 124th Legislature.’

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the resolve. It requires the Department of Education and
the Department of Health and Human Services to convene an interdepartmental work
group to develop and establish a uniform statewide protocol for screening young children
for signs of autism. The work group is also directed to examine models that meet criteria
for evidence-based clinical trials to support individual young children with the diagnosis
of autism served through the Child Development Services System and to examine the
interdepartmental system for capacity and service availability. The work group is directed
to report to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
education and cultural affairs and health and human services matters by January 15, 2009.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment "
Committee: Health and Human Services
Fiscal Note Required: Yes

Fiscal Note

Minor cost increase - General Fund
Fiscal Detail and Notes

Additional costs to the Department of Education and to the Department of Health and Human Services associated with
this legislation can be absorbed within existing budgeted resources.
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