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Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk ofthe House. 

STATE OF MAINE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

123RD LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

HOUSE AMENDMENT ,:If" to H.P. 1361, L.D. 1923, Bill, "An Act To Implement 
the Recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory Committee Creating the Public 
Access Ombudsman" 

Amend the bill in section 1 in §200-I by striking out all of subsection 4 (page 1, lines 
28 to 33 in L.D.) and inserting the following: 

'4. Confidentiality. The ombudsman may access records that a public agency or 
official believes are confidential in order to make a recommendation concerning whether 
the public agency or official may release the records to the public. The ombudsman's 
recommendation is not binding on the public agency or official. The ombudsman shaH 
maintain the confidentiality of records and information provided to the ombudsman by a 
public agency or official under this section and shall return the records to the public 
agency or official when the ombudsman's review is complete.' 

SUMMARY 

This amendment clarifies that the Public Access Ombudsman makes nonbinding 
recommendations concerning the release of records to the public and clarifies the manner 
in which those records must ~ hrdled. ", 

SPONSORED BY: /~i... ~ 
(Representative SIMPSON) 

TOWN: Auburn 
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