
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 

12 

13 

14 
15 

16 
17 

18 

19 
20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

29 
30 

-/3/ /tJ1 Date:~ 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

L.D.1801 

(Filing No. H- 3g~ 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House. 

STATE OF MAINE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

123RD LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to H.P. 1256, L.D. 1801, Bill, "An Act To 
ClarifY the Definition of Autism and Eligibility for Services from the Department of 
Health and Human Services" 

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following: 

'An Act To Clarify the Definition of Autism' 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the 
summary and inserting the following: 

'Sec. 1. 34-B MRSA §6002, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 824, Pt. U, is repealed and 
the following enacted in its place: 

§6002. Autism defined 

1. Generally. Autism refers to a developmental disorder characterized by a lack of 
responsiveness to other people, gross impairment in communicative skills and unusual 
responses to various aspects of the environment, all usually developing within the first 30 
months of age. 

2. Adult with autism. An adult with autism is an adult who: 

A. Has received a diagnosis that falls within the category of Pervasive 
Developmental Disorders, as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition, published by the American Psychiatric Association 
and as may be updated by rule adopted by the department in response to updates or 
changes in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders: and 

B. Has been assessed as having an adaptive behavior score at a level of functional 
impairment as determined by the department.' 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P.I256, L.D.ISOI 

SUMMARY 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment defines autism with respect to 
adults by reference to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders and by 
an adaptive behavior score that is at a level of functional impainnent as determined by the 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED 
(See attached) 

Page 2- 123LRI063(02)-1 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 



Approved: 05/24/07 ~ac:.. 

123rd MAINE LEGISLATURE ( 
LD 1801 LR 1063(02) 

An Act To Clarify the Definition of Autism and Eligibility for Services from the Department of Health 
and Human Services 

Fiscal Detail and Notes 

Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment "11--,, 
Committee: Health and Human Services 

Fiscal Note Required: Yes 

Fiscal Note 

Minor cost increase - General Fund 

The additional costs to adopt rules can be absorbed by the Department of Health and Human Services utilizing 
existing budgeted resources. 
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