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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 39-A MRSA §2185, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 885, Pt. A, §8 and affected
by §§9 to 11, is amended to read:

§215. Death benefits

1. Death of employee. If death results from the injury of an employee, the employer
shall pay or cause to be paid to the dependents of the employee who were wholly
dependent upon the employee's earnings for support at the time of the injury; a weekly
payment equal to 80% of the employee's after-tax average weekly wage, but not more
than the maximum benefit under section 21 1;fera-period-of-560-weeks-from-the-date-of
death. If the employee leaves dependents only partially dependent upon the employee's
earnings for support at the time of injury, the employer shall pay weekly compensation
equal to the same proportion of the weekly payments for the benefit of persons wholly
dependent; as 80% of the amount contributed by the employee to such partial dependents
bears to the annual earnmgs of the deceased at the time of i mjury -If——at—(he—e*pﬁa&eﬁ-ef

unless any wholly dependent or partially dependent person is less than 18 years of age, in
which case the emplover shall continue to pay or cause to be paid weekly compensatlon
untxl that person reaches 18 years of age.
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anether— If a wholly dependent or partlally dependent chnld who reaches 18 years of age is
either physically or mentally incapacitated from earning then the payments must continue
until such time as the child either dies or is no longer physically or mentally incapacitated

from earning.
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SUMMARY

This bill amends the law governing survivors' benefits under the workers'
compensation laws to remove the 500-week limitation on survivors' benefits.
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