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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 34-B MRSA §1207, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1995, c. 560, Pt. K, §19,
is further amended to read:

S. Permitted disclosure. Notwithstanding subsections 1 to 4, a licensed mental
health professional providing care and—treatrnent to an—adult a client may provide

information autherized-by—this—subsection to a family member—orother person if-the
fa-m-ﬂy—member—er—ethef—persen who hves w1th or provndes dlrect care to the chent—if

ﬁmeﬂemﬂg—aﬂd 1f the dxsclosure is in the best interest of the chent and is requ1red for the
client's effective care. A licensed mental health professional may disclose information
about the mental or medical status of a client to those who may be affected by the client's
conduct to the extent that such information is reasonably necessary to protect any person
from risk of harm.
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Sec. 2. 34-B MRSA §1207, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 422, §2, is
amended to read:

6. Duty to provide information. Any person conducting an evaluation of a mental
health client in a professional capacity, who has a-clear-and-substantial reason to believe
that the mental health client poses an—imminent a danger of inflicting serious—physical
harm on the evaluator or others, shall provide information regarding such danger or harm
to any other person to whom that client's care or custody is being transferred. For
purposes of this subsection, the term "evaluation" includes professionally recognized
methods and procedures for the purpose of assessing and treating mental illness and
includes, but is not limited to, interviews, observation, testing and assessment techniques
conducted by a person licensed as a physician, psychologist, nurse, clinical social worker
or clinical professtonal counselor.

SUMMARY

This bill addresses conflicting confidentiality and reporting requirements imposed on
mental health professionals who know or have reason to know that a client poses a danger
of inflicting harm on a person. This bill provides that a licensed mental health
professional may disclose information about the mental or medical status of a client to
those who may be affected by the client's conduct to the extent that such information is
reasonably necessary to protect any person from risk of harm. It also provides that the
mental health professional is required to provide information about the danger to persons
who have the responsibility of the care and custody of the client.
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