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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §404, sub-§1, D is enacted to read:

D. "R nabl use' means n ciall by nomicall

beneficial use of ground water. "Reasonable use" does not

incl ran rting the water ff £f the land for e
wher r h is w ful,

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §404, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

4. R nable use. Except as provided in subsection 2, a
landowner may not make use of the ground water underlying the
landowner's land unless the use is a reasonable use.

SUMMARY

The purpose of this bill is to establish a reasonable use
rule for groundwater withdrawals and to reject the common law
doctrine of absolute dominion. The bill permits a landowner to
make any reasonable use of the groundwater wunderlying the
landowner's land and defines '"reasonable use."
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