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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. I9·A MRSA §1659 is enacted to read: 
4 

§1659. Preswnption of g094 fai t;lt __ {Qr ~9J,U:t.::-_~pP2-iJ,.j:eQ li.c~J1.~_ed 
6 p~chologjst or psychiatrist conducting child custody 

evaluation 
8 

~.f"_es~tiQn of good faith. A licensed psychologi~L9r. 
10 licensed psychiatrist who has been appointed by a court to 

conduct a child custody evaluation in a judicial proceeding is 
12 presumed to be acting in good faith if the evaluation has been 

conducted according to guidelines established by the American 
14 Psychological Association for child custody evaluations in 

divorce proceedings. 
16 

2. Anonymous complaints. A complaint to a licensing or 
18 accredi ting entity against a court..::ill2Eointed licenseq 

psychologist or psychiatrist relating to a child custod..x: 
20 evaluation may not be considered if it is filed anonymously and 

does not include the full name, address and telephone number of 
22 the complainant. 

24 J.."---~ecit..ation of specific allegation of ~reach r~@irj:~(l. 

An action filed against a licensed psychologist or licensed 
26 psychiatrist alleging tortious conduct related to evidence 

provided by the psychologist or psychiatrist while acting as a 
28 court-appointed expert in a child custoQy-_mat~r must contain a 

recitation of a specific allegation of a breach of the Americaj1 
30 Psychological Association's guidelines for child custody 

evaluations in divorce proceedings. Failure to s~cificq.J,J,y 

32 plead such a breach is cause for dismissal of the action. 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

4. Reimbursement of ~ts and attorney's fees. A licenseq 
psychologist or licensed psychiatrist who is named in a civil 
action as a defendant because of that psychologist's or 
psychiatrist's performance of a child custody evaluation while 
acting as a court-appointed expert and who prevails due to a 
finding that the psychologist or psychiatrist acted in accordance 
with guidelines established by the American Psychological 
Association for child custody evaluations in divorce proceedings 
is entitled to reimbursement of all reasonable costs and 
attorney's fees expended. 

46 SUMMARY 

48 This bill provides good-faith protection for psychologists 
and psychiatrists conducting child custody evaluations similar to 

50 protections existing in Florida and West Virginia. 
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