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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §413, sub-§1-A, as affected by PL 1989, c.
890, Pt. A, §40 and amended by Pt. B, §28, is further amended to
read:

1-A. License required for surface wastewater disposal
systems. No person may install, operate or maintain a surface
wastewater disposal system without first obtaining a license
therefor from the department rtm
exempt or license by rule gagggg;;gs of storm water di sghgrggs to

w. i wi nifican
ss;m:g BLMQDELMBL_UL_UHLMMMLQQ
Ti r 37 h r
- i xigt]
i i r i in Titl

chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §413, sub-§1-B, B, as enacted by PL 2003, c.
551, §5, is amended to read:

B. The department may exempt or license by rule 2lieense
categories of subsurface discharges when-the-discharges-will

not--have -a-signifigant--adverse - effect--on--the -guality--er
elascification--of- groundwaters-ef--the -State Lo groundwater
in subsection l1l-A. Rules-adepted-pursuant-to-this-paragraph
are- routine--technical -rules--as--defined -in- Titde--5,--chapter
378, --subchapter - 2-A--urnless--the--rules--are--dincerperated -as
amendments--te - -existing - rules - that--are--major--substantive
rules-as-defined-in-Title-5,-chapter-376,-subehapter-2-A~

Sec. 3. 38 MRSA §420-D, first §, as amended by PL 2001, c. 232,

§13, is further amended to read:

A person may not construct, or cause to be constructed, a
project that includes 26,000--square -feet--or--more--of -impervious
area-er-b-aeres one acre or more of disturbed area in-the-direet
watershed- of- a- body--of- water--most at -rFishk -from-rew-development-or
one--aGre - -or - More-—of -—-impervious --area - o¥--b--agres --or--more—-of
disturbed-area--in -any -other-area without prior approval from the
department. A person proposing a project shall apply to the
department for a permit using an application provided by the
department and may not begin construction wuntil approval is
received., This section applies to a project or any portion of a
project that is located within an organized area of this State.
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Sec. 4. 38 MRSA §420-D, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 704,
Pt. B, §2 and affected by PL 1997, c. 603, §§8 and 9, is amended
to read:

1. Standards. The department shall adopt rules specifying
quantity and gquality standards for storm water. Storm water
quality standards for projects with 3 acres or less of impervious
surface may address phosphorus, nitrates and suspended solids but
may not directly address other dissolved or hazardous materials
unless infiltration is proposed. Sterm-water--guality-standards
apply-only--in -the-direct--watersheds - -of-waterbodies-most--at-risk
from--development--and —-in- - sensitive - -or--threatened--geographia
regione - or- watersheds--defined -by- the- -Jepartment--under -subseatien
4+--Until-such- regions—-are--defined,--storm-water -guality-standards
are-not-reguired-to-be-met-by-a-permit-applicant~

Sec. 5. 38 MRSA §420-D, sub-§7, D, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
704, Pt. B, §2 and affected by PL 1997, c. 603, §§8 and 9, is
repealed.

Sec. 6. 38 MRSA §420-D, sub-§10, as amended by PL 1997, c.
§3 and affected by c. 603, §§8 and 9, is repealed.

Sec. 7. 38 MRSA §420-D, sub-§§12 and 13 are enacted to read:

2 icant for

£ h rtmen follow

A r ral mean £ m w rol

£ is $500 for tI first f disturbed ] $250
for h itional whol i

B, If solely vegetative means of storm water control are

h i 2 r th i r
1 12 h itional whol r
C. When a permi rule is r ir rovi rul
rtmen he f i

13. Sigmifi xistin ources. _The department may
by ir rson _owni r ratin ignifican isti
r f m_w r im men W r m
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For h by £ hi i "significan xistin
rce'" n ignifican xistin f m_w r
luti n i r 1i ndar for rm water

from a developed area that was in existence prior to July 1, 1997

i in th i w rsh of w r h i
impair r runoff The d rtmen hall identif
ignifi isti by rovi in i ion

A n v al maximum ily 1loa

B. The department shall adopt rules prior to requiring that

an owner or operator of a significant existing source within

h ir W rsh ific w r in by 1

W r man men n R a rsuan

hi raph are r in nical rul fined in

Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A, The rules must
include, but are not limited to, the following:

1 T n £ T her mean f identifyin h

waterbody that is impaired due to urban runoff;

2 A 13 £ ignifican xistin ourc r a
iption £ h r 1 £ ignifican
istin r :

{3) A date or schedule indicating when approvals must

1 T r r iviti ri in
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m_w r neral or individual permit issued

pursuant to section 413: and
(3) A municipal conveyance system unless the storm
water pollution originates with the conveyance system.

Sec. 8. Tranmsition. Prior approval is required pursuant to
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 420-D if a person
constructs, or causes to be constructed, a project that includes
one acre or more of disturbed area on or after the effective date

of this Act.

1. If a person has a project that required approval prior
to the effective date of this Act, the project continues to
require approval on and after the effective date of this Act.

2. If a person has a project that did not require approval
prior to the effective date of this Act, and the person proposes
to construct or cause to be constructed a project that includes
one or more acres of disturbed area on or after the effective
date of this Act, then approval is required. Only the
construction on or after the effective date of this Act requires
prior approval.

3. A disturbed area of less than one acre continues to be
counted toward the one-acre permit threshold under this section
following permanent stabilization to the extent it is considered
developed area as defined in rules adopted by the Department of
Environmental Protection.

SUMMARY
1. This bill amends the laws governing waste discharge in
the following ways.
A. It provides that the Department of Environmental

Protection may exempt or license by rule discharges of storm
water to groundwater from surface wastewater disposal
systems 1if such discharges will not have a significant
adverse effect on the quality or classification of waters of
the State. Rules adopted to implement these provisions are
routine technical rules.

B. It provides that the department may exempt, in addition
to license by rule, subsurface discharges to groundwater
from subsurface wastewater disposal systems if such
discharges will not have a significant adverse effect on the
quality or classification of waters of the State. Rules
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adopted to implement these provisions would continue to be
routine technical rules.

2. This bill amends the laws governing storm water

management in the following ways.

A. It changes the permitting threshold in the storm water
management laws to one acre or more of disturbed area.

B. It removes language providing that storm water quality
standards only apply in the direct watersheds of water
bodies most at risk from development and in sensitive or
threatened geographic regions or watersheds.

c. It repeals an exemption for construction projects at
industrial facilities for which a federal storm water permit
application has been made or construction projects at
facilities for which storm water is regulated under an
existing federal discharge permit.

D. It changes the fee provisions in the storm water
management laws.

E. It authorizes the department to require a person owning
or operating a significant existing source of storm water to

implement a storm water management system.

F. It provides transition provisions.
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