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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 34-A MRSA ¢. 17 is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 17

AR IST ISTRATI Al

Thi h r m known n i "the Arsonist
R ration Act."
inition
As wused in_ this chapter, unless the context otherwise
indi followin rms hav following meanin
A i "Arsonist" mean rson who i nvicte f
one of the following offenses or of an r solicitation of

one of the following offenses:

A, A vioglation under Title 17-A, section 802, 803-A or 804
or chapter 41:

B. A violation under former Title 17, chapter 7, 8 or 21: or

. An in another jurisdiction, including, but not
limited to, a state., federal, military or tribal court, that
incl h ntial lemen f n ffen ist in

paragraph A or B:

For purposes of this subsection, "arsonist” also means a person
who was found not c¢riminally responsible by reason of mental

i r fect for ffen n ragraph A or B r
Ti 17-A ection 4 r who w found not ilty by reason

in i r similar provigsion for an offen under ragraph
i judi juvenile in the

State or another Jjurisdiction that includes the essential
elements of an offense listed in paragraph A or B.

2. Arson offense. "Arson offense"” includes any offense

1i nder ion 1 aragraph A, B or
3. Bureau. "Bureau' means th e Bureau of

4. Law__enforcement agency having jurisdiction. "Law
enforcement agency having jurisdiction" means the chief of police
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i h he municipaliti in which an arsoni in

domiciled, work or attend school upon registration or the county
riff if an arsoni i n ici work or n

school upon registration in a municipality with no chief of

police or in the unorganized territory. If an arsonist attends or

is domiciled at a school that has an organized police department,
law_enforcemen en havin jurisdiction i h
1i rtment.
11 inten f arsoni registr

A. The arsonist's name, aliases, date of birth, sex, race,

height, weight, eye c¢olor, mailing address, home address or
expected domicile and residence:

B Pl f mploym n 11 r 1 in
n if 1i le, and the corresponding address and

1 ion;:

C. Offense history:

D. No i f n r men r iv for mental

abnormality or personality disorder:

E. A photograph an of fingerpri

F. A description of the offense for which the arsonist was
nvi h £ nviction an h n im :

and
. An her information th r min importan

2. National or regional registry, The bureau is authorized

mak h reqi i fi
national or regional registry of arsonists for the purpose of

sharing information.

3. Registration form. The bureau shall develop a
standardized regigtration form to be made available to the
appropriate reporting authorities and arsonists _required to
register,

4. Verification form. The bureau shall develop and mail a
nonforwardable verification form to the last reported mailing

Page 2-LR2144(1)



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

requirements of subsection 8.

5. Distribution of information to department and law
enforcement agencies. The bureau §hgll Q stribute 1nformg§1gn
described in subsection 1 to th nd law enfor
ggegg;gs having jurisdiction over the gdd ress_and location of the

rsoni ! micil lace of employment college or school
being attended.

Mwﬂ_wwm@_-_—@

r hal r s h inform i in

Title 1 ion 611 b ion 4.
7. Transfer of initial rggig;;gg_gn information to bureau
F. T rtmen men health
insti r rt within fr i f the information
ri in ion 1 shall forwar he information to th

bureaun. If the court orders the arsonist to submit to the taking
of fingerprints and a photograph at a specified law enforcement

agency. the law enforcement agency shall submit the fingerprints

n reau within . Th r hall

il 3 1 ! ] informat into tl . . m
notify the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction where the

arsonist expects to be domiciled and transmit the information to

the Federal Bureau of Investigation for inclusion in the national
database of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Verification. During the period an arsonist is required
to_register, the bureau shall verify an arsonist's domicile

pursuant to subsection 4. The bureau shall verify the domicile of

an rsoni on each anniversary of the arsonist's initial
registration date. Verification of the domicile of an arsonist
occurs as set out in this subsection.,

A, A 1 1 da rior t he required verification

date, the bureau shall mail a nonforwardable verification
form to the last reported mailing address of the arsonist.

B. The verification form must state that the argonist is
still domiciled at the address last reported to the bureau.

he arsonist shall take the completed verification form
and a photograph to the law enforcement agency having
jurisdiction within 5 da f recei of the form.

D. The law enforcemen agen havin jurisdiction shall
verify the arsonist's identity, have the arsonist sign the
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verification form, take the argsonist's fingerprints,
complete the law enforcement portion of the verification

form n i i 1 forwar h fingerprin raph
form h r .
Arsoni to information Pur Title 1
section 62 h r hall vide ll information descri
in ion 1 n_arsoni wh requ h r ist' wn
information.
m. Public Mﬁgr_m_at;g The information gathered
n hi ion nfi l and m n
law enfor ggmgn; agency or other authorized individual in the
e Qr nother X h T hall furnish
he registration information he D r f i f
State Fire Marshal's Qffice, which may post the information for

the public on the Internet or other medium,

11304 D regi ) o

s

hour n h reau within £ min ligibl

§gh§ectlon 2 _or after changing domicile, employment Q school,

Regi ion information mus incl h rsonis rren
ddr lace of empl en includin he n n r f
the employer, an ch ol.

2. When duty to register must be exercised, An arsonist
shall register as follows.

A, 1T h rsoni h n n wholl e
ntence with pr tion or to a punishment alternative not
involving imprisonment, the duty to register is triggered at
h im h rsoni mmen n X ion of th
wholl n nten r im nten
imposition when no punishment alternative i yglving
imprisonment is imposed, unless the court orders a stay

execution in which ven h i ri r h

termination of the stay.

B. If the arsonist is sentenced to a straight term of
imprisonment or to a split sentence, the duty to register is

tri r dischar r ndition rel

c, If the arsonist is committed under Title 15, section

103, the duty to reg__sLQr is trxgqg_gux_d_ic_ga_gg__g_
nditional r r Titl 104-
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D. the arsonist has been domiciled. employed or has been

g;;gnd;gg school in another state, the duty to register is
ri r wh h rsoni ecom miciled in the State
r i workin r ndin chool in the §
3. Specific _requiremen £ f registration. An
arsonist who registers under this chapter shall:
A, If the arsonist changes domicile or changes residence,
f employmen X hool in n i he new
h in writing within nd within 24
hour notif h law nforcement enci havin
jurisdiction ver h rsonist's 1 n new domicil

residence, place of employment or school:

B, the arsonist changes domicile to another state,
regi T h new r with th r an if he new
state has a registration requirement, register with a
designated law enforcement agency in the new state not later
than 5 days after establishing domicile in the new state:

C. If the arsonist has part-time or full-time employment in
another state, with or without compensation, for more than
14 i r for an bo ri X in

days in a calendar year or if that arsonist enrolls in any
type of school in another state on a part-time or full-time
basis, give the bureau the arsonist's place of employment or
school to be attended in writing within 5 days after

beginning work or attending school and, if the other state
h registration requiremen register with the designated
law enforcement ncy in the other state:
D. Provide fingerprints and a Dhotgqranh of the arsomnist or
mi h king of fingerprints h raph at a
§pgg'£igd law _enforcement agency wlthln 3 days if the
fingerprints and photograph have not already been obtained
in nn ion wi he ffen h necessitates

registration; an

E. Read and sign a form provided by the bureau that states
h he duty of th rsonist register under this ction
h n explain

Notifi ion

1. Notificatiom. The department, the county jail or the
state mental health 1nst1;g e that has custody of an arsonist
ir reqgi r n his ha hall inform he
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ni rior ischar r nditional rel f th

register, If an arsonist does not serve a period of
1n§;1;u;19n§1 cgnflngmgnt, the court §hg11 1nf9rm the arsopist at
the time of ntencin
2. Information Th rtmen coun jail mental
health institute or court shall:
A, Inform th rsonist of the du reqgi r_an tain
he information r ir for the initial registration:
B. Inform the arsonist of the requiremen notif he law
nforcemen n having jurisdiction r n i
11304; and

Infor h ni £ th ifi irem £

11306. ration of registration

1. Ten-year registration period, An arsonist shall
_eg;ﬁ_te__ior_a_pg__o_d_o__;LQ_y_e_a_i__cL__L_e_LMtLal_d_aLbL

registration r n ion 11304 ion 2: hi
rovi n 1i 1 n r i r i reqgi r

because that arsonist established a domicile in this State

MMMM

juri An arsoni wh nten efor ffectiv
d of hi Act shall ¢ er for ri £f 10
calculated as follows.

A. If the arsonist was senten wholl uspended

sentence with probation or to a punishment alternative not
involving imprisonmen h 10- by i i r

having begun at the time thg arsonist commenced an actual
X ion of the wholly s d senten r h ime of

M;mmn_vm_no_mhm_wx_a_ltﬂm;wm
imprisonment was imposed, unl he ur rder a sta
execution, in which event the 10-year period is

havin n h rmination of th

B. If the arsonist was sentenced to a straight term of
imprisonment or to a split sentence, the 10-year period is
r a havin un he im £ ischarge or

conditional release.

C. If the arsonist was committed under Title 15 ction
103, the 10-year period is treated as having bequn at the
time of discharge or conditional release under Title 15,

section 104-A.
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D. If h arsonist's regi r has not been

ri r for th im th 10-year eriod commences

n registration h rson in mplian with ction
11304 ion 2.

2, _Periods when domiciled outside of State.

Notwith ndin su ion 1 rin n ri in which an
rsoni 1 h e lishes micil in another
state or remains physicall nt from the State the bureau ma
11 the r iremen h n arsoni regi r.
3. Periods of incarceration or civil confinement.
Notwithstanding subsection 1, the bureau may suspend the
requiremen h n__arsoni register rin eriods of

incarceration or civil nfinement.

4. Relief frgm duty to register, the gnderlylng
conviction T T ffen r iring regqgi ion un hi
chapter is reversed. yggg;gd or set aside, or if the a:sgg;s; is
pardoned for the offense, registration or continued registration

n _arsoni is no longer r ire

§11307. Fee

Th r m har 25 nnual t n rsonist
required to register under this chapter. An arsonist shall pay
the fee at the time of initial registration and shall pay the fee
on_each anniversary of the arsonist's initial registration. The
fee must be credited to the General Fund and the Highway Fund in

an n nsistent with rrentl
allocations.

11 . Viol

_4~__§__!~§~§Q_£§QA§L§__Q£_!Q_§§§_AQ£Qrmatlgg;__A£_§£§Qn1St

wh il i b r he information r ir under

this chapter commits a Class D ¢rime.

2, Failure to register or update information; 2nd offense.
An rsoni wh il t regi r r he infor ion
ggu; gd under this chapter when the arsonist has one prior
n n for failur regi r r_u h information
requir nder thi h r mmi Cl D crime.
3. Failure to register or update information: 3rd or
subsequent offense. An arsonist who fails to register or update
information requir under this cha r when th rsonist has

2 _or more prior convictions in this State for violation of this
ch r mmi la crime.

Page 7-LR2144(1)



10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32
34

36

4 ri liabilit Violation of thi ion i ri
liability crime as defined in Title 17-A, section 34, subsection

4-A.

5. Prior conviction. Title 17-A, section 9-A governs the
use of prior conviction when determining a sentence.
§11309. Certification by record custodian

Notwithstanding any other law or rule of evidence, a
certificate by the custodian of the records of the bureau, when
signed and sworn to by that custodian, is admissible in a
judicial or administrative proceeding as prima facie evidence of
any fact stated in the certificate or in any documents attached
to the certificate.

§11310. Rul

Th r m rul rr h r f thi

SUMMARY

This bill creates the Arsonist Registration Act, which
requires a person convicted of an arson offense to register with
the State Bureau of Identification and the law enforcement agency
having jurisdiction over the arsonist's domicile, place of
employment and school. The information is available to law
enforcement agencies and registries in other jurisdictions and is
also provided to the Department of Public Safety, Office of the
State Fire Marshal, who may post this information for public
access on an Internet website or other medium. An arsonist
convicted of an arson offense must remain registered for 10 years
after the duty to register is incurred.
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