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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §737-B is enacted to read:

737-B. R m le recoun for e o of auditin

voting machinery

1. R m le r . Following each electio in_ an

-n r h r by £ e _shall randoml lect

m £ ing-pong-ball- 1 r sample of .05% of
all voting machines used in state elections for a manual vote

j m i ! rform . Th
recounts must be performed on November 1lth, unless that date
fall r r n in which e the recount must
take place on the first Monday following November 11lth. Recounts
mu rform r n r iremen £ tion 737-A
nd m :

A, U allots ro r mployed b machine

tabulation:

B. Be held in the offices of the Secretar f ate in
Augusta or at a similarly situated central location as the
r £ ign for h nt:

rm . n r m f n ri 1
authorized by the State who are organized and trained
specifically for random sample recounts by the QOffice of the
Secretary of State. The teams must consist of enrolled and
unenrolled registered voters in proportion to the

ercen rt n nonpar ffiliation f voter

enroliment registered in the previous election cycle:

D n ubli ion; an

E. rv h fin h votin ion

involved.

2. lati I ri T If there is a discr nc
in r r than .01% ween machi all and_ the
r n 11 ur n ion 1 th nnot be

n for v r Irror r igui f voter inten a
further manual r n f the v 11 f an additional 1%
random_ sample of hin from votin laces that empl he same
machine type as the discrepant machine must be conducted as

described in subsection 1. If more than 2 recounts are triggered
pursuant to the requirements of this subsection, all vote totals

by machines of the same type as those found to be discrepant must
be recounted. Recounts must proceed without delay. The recounted
vote totals for triggered recounts serve as the final tally for

those machines.
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3. S istical alysi f r unt results. B r the
ballots associated with any election are discarded, the Office of
he cretary of State shall undertak tatistical analysis of
all r n iscrepanci i r random sample re n r

r
el ion m institu rder £ h r r £

upon the Secretary of State's determination that such recounts

re warran vir f _an isti nomali e
analysis performed pursuant to this subsection may have
discovered. Prior ¢t n in r n ursuant this
subsection h retar f e m in a warrant issued

4. Recoun -___The Offi f the Secretar £ S e
Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions, Elections
Division must be reimbursed for the costs associated with
recounts performed pursuant to this section as specified in this
subsection.

A. C ociated with r n nducted r nt to
l or 3 m reimbur ing fun from th

B. Costs associated with recounts conducted pursuant to
subsection 2 must be recovered from the vendor or
manufacturer f h votin machin involve in hose
recounts unless the cause of the discrepancy is shown to be
due tg negligence or malfeasance on the part of state
employees, in which c¢case the c¢osts must be borne by the
State. All contracts between the State and voting machine

vendor n manuf rer m ntain rovision tatin

the requirements of this paragraph.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections 1, 2 and
3, if the amount of money in the fund is inadequate _to
offset the costs of implementing a recount under subsection
1 _or 3, the recount procedures of this section must be
temporarily limited to those for which there is sufficient
funding. Recounts conducted pursuant to subsection 1 have
priority over recounts required pursuant to subsection 3.

5. Maine Electoral Transparency Fund. The Maine Electoral

Transparency Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is
established to finance recounts and auditing of voting machines

pursuant to this section. The fund is a special, dedicated,
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nonlapsing fund, and any interest generated by the fund is
credited to the fund. The Secretary of State shall administer the
fund.

A, The fund receives revenue from the tax checkoff

lish in Titl ion 5289, allowing a residen
h wh il X T n with the Tax
Assessor to contribute 25¢ to the fund. If a husband and
wife file a joint return, each spouse may designate that 25¢
be paid. The State Tax Assessor shall report annually the
n j for the fun the Controller, wh
hall transf h n he fund.
B In ition h ontri ion described in ragraph
A he fund m receiv her voluntary contributions. An
ntri i r i ur n hi aragraph m
used only for the purposes of subsection 1 and may not be
nsferr h neral Fungd.
1f h n r n 2 ive 1 ion les
r £ mor han 100% of th reviou les’
n r ions 1 an hen % of tha
by m ign h Secr r of tate'’
iscretion h ratin f the Office of th
by r f Bur £ rporations, EI1 ions an
Commissions, Elections Division for that year.

Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §5289 is enacted to read:

528 Contri ion to ine Ele r Ir arency Fund;
voluntary checkoff
1. Designation. Resident taxpayers may designate that 25¢
of their taxes be deposited in the Maine Electoral Transparency
i with Ti - i 737-~ ion 5.
Forms. h bid T hall rovi n _th
fir £ incom X _form for the filin
individual to indicate whether that filer wishes to pay 25¢, or

50¢ if filing a joint return, from the General Fund to finance

the Maine Electoral Transparency Fund created in Title 21-A,
ection 737-B ion 5.

T fer of £ S. The State Tax Assessor _shall

transfer funds pursuant to this section from the General Fund in
accordance with Title 21-A, section 1124,
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SUMMARY

This bill establishes a procedure for regular scientific
audits of the State's election machinery on a biennial basis, by
means of manually recounting the ballots of a random sample of
all voting machines in the State. The bill also establishes an
escalating recount procedure in the event that unacceptable
discrepancies are discovered during the random sample recount
process, and it mandates the regular statistical analysis of
those discrepancies. This bill establishes the Maine Electoral
Transparency Fund to provide reimbursement for costs incurred in
performing the recounts. Resources of the fund come from an
income tax checkoff and voluntary contributions. Contingencies
for shortages and surpluses in the fund are also addressed.
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