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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec.1. 32 MRSA c. 20-A is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 20-A

FIRE ALARM CONTRACTORS

hi h h ntex herwi
indi f Wi rms hav followi meanings.

"Certifi " _mean document issued b
wr i ' r r r her nationall r nized
mpan rov h mmigsi iy h rovides
3rd-party verification and certifies by test and inspection the
qualifications and installations of a person r ompan
indicating that the gompany or person is gualified to perform the
planning, installation or inspection of a fire alarm system or

n r £ h m,

2. Commissioner. "Commissioner'" means the Commissioner of
Publi fet

r . "D rtment'" mean he Departmen f Public

Safety.

4. Fire alarm_ system. "Fire alarm system” means an
assembly of wiring or devices that provides protection from
exposure to fire or the products of combustion, planned in
accordance with a national gr state standard.

5. Firx rm m ntr r: contractor. "Fir larm
system contractor' or "contractor" means a company oOr person
certifi nderwriter’ L r r or her roved
nati 1 r iz in mpan licensed by the

mmisgi r ifi m h ndar rovi law
rul nd regulation undertake th lannin installation or

inspection of a fire alarm system or any part of such a system.

6. Inspect., '"Inspect' means to visually examine or test a
fire alarm system or a portion of a system to verify that it
appears _to be in working order and free from physical damage.

7. Inspection sticker. "Inspection sticker" means the

document issued by the commissioner to verify that a fire alarm
system has been inspected.
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8. Installation. "Installation" means the initial
placement of the alarm system or part of a system or the
extension, modification or alteration of a system or part after
the initial placement.

License. "License" mean he 4 n i b the
commissioner to a contractor authorizing the contractor to engage
in the fire alarm system business in this State.

10. P . "Plan'" mean h rawin r erection plan of
fir r r T £ m

1l1. Plapning, "Planning" mean rawin r creatin lans.

1392. Appli ili

1. State requirements. The _following documentation is
required for persons involved in the installation of fire alarm

systems.

A. A person who undertakes the planning or installation of
a_fire alarm system or any part of a system in this State
must be licensed as a fire alarm system contractor. A
person may not be identified as a fire alarm system
contractor or by any similar term unless licensed by the
State.

B. A company or rson wh ndertak he review val
n igni ir r pl ior mission e
m m . . . .

C. A person who inspects a commercial fire alarm system
must be employed by a licensed fire alarm contractor. An

agent of municipal govermment or State Government or
licensed ipsurer who inspects a fire alarm system in
performing that person's duties for that government or

insurer must be registered by the commissioner.

2. Posting of licenses and certificates. FEach license and
certificate issued under this chapter must be posted in a
conspicuous place in the place of business of the person to whom
it is issued. A licemnse or certificate is not transferable.

3. Municipal licenses. A municipality may not require fire

alarm system contractors to be municipally licensed nor may any
municipality issue a permit for a commercial fire alarm system

unless the municipality is satisfied that the person applving for

the permit complies with this chapter.
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4. Inspection sticker. The commissioner shall issue an
inspectio sticker to any person who submits a _current

Underwriter's Laboratory certificate indicating that a fire
alarm system is in proper operating condition. Inspection

stickers are igsued annually, are not transferable and must be
affixed to the fire alarm system panel.
§1393. Fees
The commissioner shall set fees for licensure and inspection
k . Th m no_more than sufficient to cover the
f im m in hi h X.
A £ i rtment m e id the
n m for rryi this
chapter. Apy balance of these fees does not lapse but jis carried
w inui for h am
ur in e following fi l years.

1394. Termi ion of re nt

Within 10 days after terminating a contractual agreement
with a natjonally recognized testing company, a licensed fire
m r m W I
h i nd i ' hi r shall
notif h mmissioner of th .

1395. Pl review

Prior to construction of any commercial fire alarm system or

it] involving mor n 20 new vi fir larm

m i i Pr ion A iation
Pamph No. 72 n fir larm m_contra r must
obtain a permit from the commissioner, who shall review the plan
for construction or addition and charge a reasonable fee for the
review and permitting process. All plans to be submitted by a
fire alarm system contractor to the department must be reviewed,

m

rov n i he fire alarm s ntractor.

All ns for constructi f or alteration to fire alarm
systems must _prominently display the fire alarm system
contractor's license number, as well as the certification number
and the name and address of the person to install the fire alarm
system. Each permit issued must be displayed prominently at the
site of construction. Within 30 days of the completion of a new
fire alarm system or an addition to an existing fire alarm

system, a fire alarm system contractor shall provide to the
commissioner a copy of the Underwriter's Laboratory certificate

representing that the fire alarm system has been installed
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according to specifications of the approved plan to the best of
the fire alarm system contractor's knowledge, information and

belief.

1396. loyees
The commigsioner may appoint, subject to the Civil Service
Law, employees necgessary to carry out this chapter. Any person

so_employed is under the administrative and supervisory direction
of the commissioner.

h mmissioner h inv j o) to e

iny i m in m mmissi r n 1
noncomplian wi vi ion of this ch r The
commissioner may suspend or revoke a license, certification or

registration pursuant to Title 5. section 10004. The

commissioner may refuse to issue or renew a license,

certification or registration or the District Court may suspend,

revoke or refuse to renew the license, certification or
registration of a person who is found quil f:

2. Negligence. incompetency or misconduct. Any negligence,

incompetency or misconduct in the planning, installation or

inspection of a fire alarm system. Continued failure to conform
to standards r rules a he rtment is rima facie

evidence of negligence or incompetency;:

3. Violation of law. Any violation of this chapter or any
rul dopt by the department: or

4. Conviction of crime. Subject to the Ilimitations of
Title 5, chapter 341, a crime that involves dishonesty or a false

t men r th rel s ir h r ice of fire alarm

system planning, installation, inspection or any crime for which
incarceration for one year or more may be imposed.

The commissioner, for reasons the commissioner determines
sufficient, may reissue a license, certification or registration

under this chapter to any person whose license, certification or
registration has been revoked.

§1398. Penalties; injunction

1. Penalties. A person who plans, installs or inspects a
fire alarm system or any part of a system without obtaining the
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required license, certification or registration, or after the
license, certification or registration has expired or has been

suspend or revoked or temporaril uspended or revoked or who
installs or alters a system without obtaining a permit as
required by this chapter commits a Class E crime.

2. Injunction. The State may bring an action in Superior
Court to enjoin any person from violating this __chapter,

regardless of whether proceedings have been or may be instituted

in District Court or whether criminal proceedings have been or
may be instituted.

1 . Rul
The commissioner shall adopt rules necessary for the

implementation of this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to this
section are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter 2-A.

SUMMARY

This bill requires that fire alarm system contractors in the
State be licensed by the Commissioner of Public Safety.
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