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Legislative Document No. 1429 

H.P.993 House of Representati ves, March 22, 2005 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Size, Placement and Use 
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Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representati ve LERMAN of Augusta. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA §1914, sub-§5. as repealed and replaced by PL 
4 1981, c. 318, §4, is amended to read: 

6 5. Interstate highways. Not more than one ea-ptemise 
on-premises signT advertising the sale or lease of the propertYr 

8 may be permitted on land adjacent to any portion of the 
interstate system, including ramps and interchange areas, waisa 

10 that is visible therefrom. 

12 Not more than one ea-ptemise on=preJJlis_e..Q sign visible from any 
portion of the interstate system~ including ramps and interchange 

14 areas, may be permitted more than 50 feet from the principal 
building or structure where the business, facility or point of 

16 interest is carried on. 

18 No ea-ptemise on-premises advertisement T located more than §G 150 
.feet from the principal building or structure where the business, 

20 facility or point of interest advertised is carried onr may 
exceed 20 feet in lea~at;T 1.smg~h or width or 25 feet in height or 

22 leG £5..Q square feet in area, including border and trim, but 
excluding supports. 

24 
Any 9a-ptemise on-premises sign located more than 50 feet from 

26 the principal structure where the business, facility or point of 
interest is carried on that displays any trade name waisa that 

28 refers to or identifies any service rendered or product sold 
saall must display the name of the advertised business, facility 

30 or point of interest as conspicuously as such trade name. 

32 Sec. 2. 23 MRSA §1914. sub-§l1-A. as enacted by PL 2001, c. 
268, §3, is amended to read: 

34 
II-A. Changeable signs. Net;wi~as~aaei~--6~96ee~ieR--eT 

36 paFa~Fapas--~---and---gr--€aaa~ea9le Changeable signs are not 
prohibited as long as the sign complies with all the terms of 

38 this subsection. The Department of Transportation shall 
administer the provisions of this subsection unless the 

40 municipali ty in which the sign is located and the QepaFt,meat,-ef 
±taasp9tt;at;i9a Q~PQr~m~gt have agreed in writing that the 

42 municipality shall oversee that particular sign. 

44 A. As used in this subsection, unless the context otherwise 
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

46 

48 

50 

52 

(1) "Changeable sign" means an 9a-ptemise on-premises 
sign created, designed, manufactured or modified in 
such a way that its message may be electronically, 
digitally or mechanically altered by the complete 
substitution or replacement of one display by another 
on each side. 
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(2) "Display" means that portion of the surface area 
of a changeable sign that iS T or is 
is capable of being periodically 
purpose of conveying a message. 

designed to be or 
altered for the 

(3) "Lot of record" means a lot for which the deed was 
legally recorded, or whieh that was created by a plan 
legally recorded, in the registry of deeds for the 
county where the lot is located. Contiguous lots of 
record in the same ownership are considered one lot. 

(4) "Message" means a communication conveyed by means 
of a visual display of text. 

~9+--~~~-a66emBJy~-~&~-~£~-ai&~laYr-~~,--~rim 

aaa - aJ J- -6-H~~-i-fl~- -app-ar-a-t-us-,- -i-n<:-1-ud-i-ng- -~e-&t;.& r - ee llimas T 

~eaes~als-aaa-Eeliaaa~ieaT 

( 6 ) "Time and temperature sign" means a changeable 
sign that electronically or mechanically displays the 
time and temperature by the complete substitution or 
replacement of a display showing the time with a 
display showing the temperature. b! 200l, c. 268, @3 
(new) . ?b 

B. The display OIl each side of a changeable signi- may 
~ange as rapidly as technologically practicable and the 

signs are allowed to function to their complete capability 
as designed. 

f6+---~~--~~--as--~~~~--~---~eehaele~ieally 

~rae~ieaeleT--~~~--&e---~£a6~R~7--~~~~i-ng-r--serellia~T 

Elas.hia~-er-eleRaiR~T-aRa 

f ~ -} - - May-~-&t- --o-n-1-y- -€If- - al~ba13et.-i€- -&£'- --n-tH"f\€-i"'-i-e- --E-e-}f-~ -eR 
a-~~~-ba£k~~B-H-flB--aaa-~-aet.--i&e-l~-~--~ra~hieT 

~ie~eria±-er-~he~e~ra~hie-ima~esT 

GT--±Re-a-i6¥Jay-may-~~-i-6~~~~~~-~~-e-f--~.he-slirEaee 

area-eE-a-ehaa~eae±e-si~aT 

QT--We-mB~e-~~~~1~~~~i~-&-&iae&-i6-a±lewea 

~er-le~-eE-reeeraT 

gT--~£aR~eaBJe-~~~-&e-t;.-ee-Je£at.ea-~~~--t;.ae-messa~e 

is-reaaaele-Erem-a-eea~rellea-aeeess-hi~hway-er-ram~T 

~T--~~-h~ae&~-~e~Rt.-~~-~he-~~~-e-f--a-~~-si~R 

may--ae~--eHeeea--a--Rei~h~--eE--69--Eee~--aBeve--ei~her--~he 
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eeR~e~*iRe-~~-~~~~&-~~91ie-way-~-~~~~~~aG-*eve± 

aajaeeR~-~e-~ae-si~RT-Waieaeve~-is-±eWe~T 

GT--~~~-me££a~e-~FG-~~~£~--eHi&~iR~-~~-aeee~aaRee 

wi~a-~~-~e~~i~effieR~S-~--fe~ffie~-~~~-±*-~~~-~e 

eHis~-if-~ae-si~Rs~ 

f±}---A~e--~~~--~~-~--~~£~--meaifiea--eF 

~e~~e~~affiffiea-~e-eem~±y-wi~a-~ais-see~ieR-aS-affieRaeat-aRa 

f6}----A~e---~---~~~,---&~s&~aR~ially---Fe9~i±~T 

FeeeRS~F~e~ea-eF-Fe~aiFea-BeyeRa-Fe~~iRe-ffiaiR~eRaReeT 

~T--~£e-~~--iR~R&i&y-ef-~~~~~£~~~~£-~-a&&&~&aS~-Fa~e 

ef--eaaR~e--S&&w&&R-~~-~~~-~~~--~£B--~Re--~effi~eFa~~Fe 

ai s~± ay - 4:E- -.,;r - ~ iffie - -and- - ~-efI~.-a-t.-lli:-e-- - S i~R- --ffffi-S-& - -€~.y- -w i ~a 
F~±esT-~~-€~~~~-~~iaeliRe6-~~-9y-~£e-~r~~~-ef 

±FaRs~eF~a~ieRT--~~~-~~-~~F&HaR~-~e-~~~-~&~R-aFe 

Fe~~iRe-~e€RR~€~~-~~~~-aefiRea-iR-~~~~-e---~,-&&a~~~-~1§T 

s~geaa~~eF-~~-4h---±ime-~£B--&effi~~&~~-£~~R£-~~~-~FieF 

~e-~~r-~~~--±99§-~-£~--eem~±y-~~~-~~-e---FH±eST 

~e±ieies-eF-~Hiae±iResT 

I. An urban compa,-"c,-,t~--,a",r._e~a~",o-=r_-,-,m,-,u"-,n,,-,~,,,-· c",-",i",p-"a,-"l"-,i"--t",-y~-",a""s_-,,d,-,,e,-,f,-,~,,-,' n=e-",d,----,"i=n 
section 754 may not restrict the use or content of an 
on-premises changeable sign beyond that indicated in this 
section. 

30 SUMMARY 

32 This bill changes the placement, size and height 
restrictions on certain freestanding, on-premises signs viewed 

34 from a controlled highway. This bill also eliminates 
restrictions on changeable signs. 
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