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L.D. 1378

oate: 6 = a-05 (Filing No. S—BQ.B

JUDICIARY

Reported by:

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate. :

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
122ND LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " l" to S.P, 476, L.D. 1378, Bill, "An
Act To Preserve the Medical Liability Climate in the ‘State by
Capping Noneconomic and Punitive Damages"

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting
the following:

'An  Act To Amend the Medical Liability Laws Concerning
Communications of Sympathy or Benevolence'

Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and before the summary and inserting in its place
the following:

‘Sec. 1. 24 MRSA §2907 is enacted to read:

2907 mnun i ion £ T len
1 finition A in i i nle he
X wi indi h £ win rm the
£ wing m i
A. "R ive" m n 1 ictim' ren
grandparent. stepfather, stepmother, child, grandchild,
h i 1 h £ i o !
rents. "R ive" inglu h by i hi h re
created as a_result of adoption, In_ addition, '"relative"
i n on who h m ic r lationshi

with an alleged victim. As used in this paragraph,
"dom ic rtner" is a person who has registered as a
mesti rtner pur nt t itle 22 cti 271
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '7“' to S.P. 476, L.D. 1378

B. " n ive" m 1 rdian rn
erson ign a mak ision n half of ient
n n van ir iv r_an rson r ni in law

or custom as a person's agent,

"Unanti me'" mean h u m £ ical
x m r_pr r ffers from X 1

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill, but retains the bulk of
the proposed language on communications of sympathy or
benevolence. A person who is eligible to register as a domestic
partner but who has not is removed from the definition of
“relative." This amendment changes the terminology to cover
"civil actions for professional negligence" to be consistent with
the rest of the Maine Health Security Act. This amendment also
deletes the term "fault"” from the 1listing of subjects of
communications expressed by a health care practioner or provider
or an employee of either in a medical 1liability case to the
plaintiff or the plaintiff's relatives that are not admissible as
evidence of an admission of liability or as an admission against
interest. This amendment specifically provides that the section
does not prohibit the admissibility of a statement of fault.
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