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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §101, sub-§58-A is enacted to read:

A 1i £ fficial "Public safet fficial”
means a member of a fire department, rescue or ambulance service
or other municipal emergency service or a person who by virtue of
public employment is vested by law with a duty to maintain public
safety.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA §2057, first §, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

An operator shall obey a traffic-control device, unless

otherwise directed by a law enforcement officer or public safety
official. A traffic-control device conforming to the

requirements for these devices is presumed to comply with this
chapter.

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA §2078, as amended by PL 1999, c. 183, §i1,

is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

207 rgen rul
f _ way. For 1i f r nvenien
ri fir iden emer r ial even a_ law
men icer r public f fficial m mporaril
close a way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of a certain
description or divert pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

2, Violatiom. An operator or pedestrian commits a Class E
crime if that operator or pedestrian refuses to follow the
directions for the movement of vehicles or pedestrians on request
or signal of a law enforcement officer or public safety official.

Reqgi o T’ liabili for vehicl illegall

dir i of 1i fet fficial. A
person who is a registered owner of a vehicle at the time that
vehicle is involved in a violation of subsection 2 commits a
traffic infraction. For purposes of this subsection, "registered
owner" includes a person issued a dealer or _transporter
registrati 1 .

A A publi fety official who observes a violation of
this section may report the violation to a law enforcement
officer, If a report is made, the public safety official
shall report the time and the location of the violation and

the registratio plate number and a description of the
vehicl involved. Th officer shall initiate an
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investigation of the reported violation and, if possible,

he regi r wner of m hicl involved
and request that the registered owner supply information
identifying the gperator,
B. The investigatin fficer m he regi r wner
of the vehicle to be served with a summons for a wviolation
of this section.
C Ex s provi in paragraph D, it is n fense

to a violation of this section that a registered owner was
not operating the vehicle at the time of the vioglation.

D, The followin ar defenses iolation £ hi
section.
1 If £son her than th ner i nvi £
rati h hicle a h im f iolation in
viglation of subsection 2, then the registered owner
m n found in violation of thi ion
(2) If the registered owner is a lessor of vehicles

and at the time of the violation the vehicle wasg in the
possession of a 1lessee, and the lessor provides the

investigating officer with a copy of the lease
agreemen ontainin he information required

section 254, then the lessee and not the lessor may be
charged under this subsection.

(3) If the vehicle is operated using a dealer or
tran rter registration plate and he tim f the

violation the vehicle was operated by any person other

than the dealer or transporter, and if the dealer or

transporter provides the investigating officer with the

n n r f th erson who h ntrol over the
vehicle at the time of the violation, then that person
and n he dealer or tran rter m harged under

this subsection.

(4) If a report that the vehicle was stolen is given
to a law enforcement officer or agency before the
violation occurs or within a reasonable time after the
violation occurs, then the registered owner may not be

charged under this subsection,

E. Notwithstanding subsection 2, a person who violates this
subsection commits a traffic infraction.

Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §2414, sub-§1, JA, as enacted by PL 1993, c.

683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:
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A. "Roadblock" means a vehicle, a physical barrier or other
obstruction placed on a way at the direction of a law

enforcement officer or public safety official.

Sec. 5. 29-A MRSA §2414, sub-§2, as affected by PL 1995, c.
65, Pt. A, §153 and amended by Pt. C, §12 and affected by §15, is
further amended to read:

2. Failure to stop. A person commits a Class E crime if
that person fails or refuses to stop a motor vehicle on request
or signal of a uniformed law enforcement officer or public safety
official.

Sec. 6. 29-A MRSA §2414, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

4. Passing a roadblock. A person commits a Class C crime
if the person, without authorization, operates or attempts to
operate a motor vehicle past a clearly identifiable police

roadblock or roadblock erected by a public safety official.
SUMMARY

This bill creates the position of '"public safety official"”
and provides this position with the authority to control traffic
in emergency situations. Failure to comply with the directions
of a public safety official is an infraction for which the
registered owner of the vehicle 1is responsible unless proven
otherwise.
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