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122nd MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2005

Legislative Document No. 1324

H.P. 923 House of Representatives, March 15, 2005

An Act To Improve Access to Affordable Prescription Drugs

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.
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Presented by Representative BRAUTIGAM of Falmouth.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §2699-A is enacted to read:

The Pharmacy Cost Management Council., referred to in this
. [1] : (1] ] s l m ur

" (1]

r in
2697 ion 1
2., Duties. The council shall perform the following duties
and shall report on the work of the council and any
recommendations for Jlegislation or agency initiatives to the
Joint stapnding committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
i r join ndin

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
gppma&ms_m__magg@__mm__@uh_;ﬂ__emb_&_

A, The council 1 nsider r i £ managing the

i i £ iption i in n
(1) Entering into DrQgg_lp;_gg___g_gg___gyrchgs1ng
m join n n i 1 with
manufacturers and labelers for prescription drugs using

as a reference point the federal supply schedule:

2 r i o h incl t count
igi r 1i nci n lic entities
and health prog m r T of
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(6) Disease state management programs: and

(7)  Information for professionals licensed to
prescribe drugs regarding price and efficacy and
str i for r in h h ien

nd health re m.

B. The council shall study licensing, certification and
educational _reguirements for a _person m

manufacturer or labeler to provide ;nfgrmar, on_and education
with regar Q to p escription drugs, including information

ri 2 —-A i

o Th nci 1 monitor f nefi and
requirements under the Medicaid program under the United
ial rurid A i : h Medicare
Prescription Drug, Improvement and Modernization Act of
2003, Public Law 108-173; and federally sponsored health
services for vg;eggng, The council shall comnsider
r i r maximizing f 1 nefi kin

nefi r rsons wh

including cost and safety considerations and the procedures

for all necessary waiver nd rmission from the F ral
overnment to permit the State or persons within the State

to impor r ription d4r .

E. The council shall ishin
prescription drug patient assistance program that would rely
on the voluntary participation of manufacturers and labelers
to centralijze and streamline their patient assistance
programs.

3., Membership. The council consists of 20 members. _The

term of appointment is 3 years. A member may serve more than gne

A member may serve until the member's successor has bheen

in . T membershi nsi 3

______e__QQmm_s S_QILQ__Q___QQLL'IL._Q_L_M_S.ML_C_QS_L_Q__LE

mmi n i hall ir:
B. Th mmissi r ry ion r th mmissioner’
designee;
C. The Director of the Bur f Medical i r th
ir r' ignee:
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D. The Director of the Bureau of Elder and Adult Services,
or the director's designee:

E. The Executive Director of Health Insurance, or the
i r' ignee:;

F, Five members appointed by the Governor, as follows:

(1) One person representing a statewide asgociation of
. harmacies:

{2) Two persons representing manufacturers _and
labelers who sponsor patient assistance programs in the
State: and

{3) Two ns _experien in h rovision E
prescription drug _benefits through insured and
self-insured plans:

G. Five members appointed by the President of the Senate,
£ WS
1 rson representin W iation of

{2) Two persons representing nonstate public sector
m health plans: and

(3) Two persons representing consumers of health care
who are enrolled in publicly funded prescription drug

programs; and

H Fi m r in h k h u as
follows:

1 rmaci icen r i in the t

(2) One person representing a statewide association of

(3) One person representing providers of pharmacy

it m men ervices: an
(4) Two consumers of health care services through
m ment - h h plans.

4, Meetings: assistance. The council shall meet at least 4
times per year and may meet at other times as necessary. All
meetings of the council are public proceedings and all records

i r r as defined in Title 1L section 402,
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subsections 2 and 3. The Governor's Office of Health Policy and
Finance and the Department of Health and Human Services shall

provide assistance and staff support to the council.

SUMMARY

This bill establishes the Pharmacy Cost Management Council
to develop and implement measures to control the cost of
prescription drugs and expand the State's purchasing power. The
council 1is required to provide annual reports to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
health and human services matters and the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
appropriations and financial affairs by March 1, 2006 and each
year thereafter. The meetings of the council and its records are
public.
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