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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA ¢. 410 is enacted to read:

R 41

§10801. Definitions

A i hi h r n h context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
i i " i ion" m formal us
.o s . . . in c
gLanLgg_JuL_juL_aggxgd+Llng__aggggz_JuL_§n_.gﬁ. Lut, - 3 v he
accrediting agency's publication in order to assess and enhance
h i 1 i f an insti ion nsure consistency in
ingstitutional operations, promote institutional improvement and

ide f Y bility.

= = - "

mill" m an
rtain

i ion f i by ion r

legitim 1 redi i ion h is n x nized b
any authorized state, prof ional or national agency and that

h few, if an ndards for lity.

3. Diploma mill. "Diploma mill" means an institution of

higher education operating without accreditation or supervision
in i h ar ither fr len T ause of lack
of proper standards, worthless.
4, Degxee mill. "Degree _mill" means a _school or
i i i higher i with i ion th meets
n f the £ win nditions:
A, Issues degr without requirin ny student academic
work:
B. I r b lel n h dent's 1life
experien r portfolio without r iring any college-level
work submi nd eval £ 1 with ropriate
mi r from ndar ccredi institutions: or
c. Issues rees basing more than 50% of reguired credits

on th udent's l.%e experience.

5. Duly authorized institution of higher learning. "Duly
authoriz institution of higher learning'" means an institution
that:
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A. Has accreditation recognized by the United States

T ry of Edu ion or h he foreign ivalen £ such
accreditation;

B. H n authorization t under the law f this
State; or
c D . nis Sta 3 is:
Licen h ropri n £ nother
e: an
2 i n T r ion an
accrediting bhody recognized by the United States
Secretary of Education,
document such as a degree or certification of completion of a
T ur work or mi redi includin ranscript
that provides evidence or demonstrates completion of a course of
instr i r r work th r 1 in the i n f an
rm v i i i is n a
d hori i i i i r
7. r_ jnsti i i T i
"Substandar hool or 3 i ion_of high ion" n n
entity without accreditation that offers credentialg purported to
degr with r iri i¢c work
typically nee to earn r n hat:
A. Issues degrees without reguiring any substantial student
ac mic work:
B. Issues degrees based solely on the student's 1life
experience or portfolio without requiring any college-level
work submi n val wi ropria
a mi r from redi insti ion

C. Issues degrees without requiring that at least 80% of
the student work for which credit is given be college-level
work appropriate for the degree:;

D. Issues degrees using more than 20% of required credits

ba n_th nt's 1if xperience:

E. Issues degrees using more than 20% of credits
transferred from an unaccredited school or institution of
higher education: or
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F I with least 80% of udent work for
redi in val d facul with accredited degrees or
issues degrees based on a nationally recognized
college-level examination such as College Level Examination
Pr A Pl men r New York R
i m £fal mi
degrees: penalty
1. False academic degree. A person may not issue or
man fal mi egree. A person who violates this
subsection commits a Class C crime.
i rson m a
false academic degree:
A, To obtain employment:
B T i romotion r higher mpen ion in
mpl nt:
T in igsi n insti ion f higher
ing; or
D. 1 nn ion with an ine ra rofession or
og¢cupation,
A r W, i hi ion mmi 1 D crime.
§10803, Unlawful to use degree or certificate when course work
not completed: penalty
wf £ T A person m n knowingly use
m i r her ent
i indj h rson h mpl n organized
m W. h rson h n
m rogr h r as
indi n h r rtifi iplom ranscript or
document:
A T in em en
B. To obtain a promotion or higher _compensation in
employment:
T o) in igsion an institution of higher

learning; or
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D. In connection with any business, trade, profession or

occu ion.,

2 Pen A rson wh i hi ion i

Class D crime.
§10804. Consumer protection

h men hall vi vi licl i ites

n th ntern informati by n in and
others from persons, _institutions or entities that issue,
m f r by fal mi e This information must
include the names of known state, national and international
i j mi. i i i1l n ndard

ool S £ higl . :

SUMMARY

This bill makes it illegal to issue, manufacture and use
false academic degrees or certificates to obtain employment, to
obtain promotion or higher compensation in employment, to obtain
admission to an institution of higher learning or in connection
with any business, trade, profession or occupation. This bill
also authorizes the Department of Education to protect consumers
by providing Internet site information naming and updating known
state, national and international diploma mills, degree mills,
accreditation mills and substandard schools.
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