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122nd MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2005 

Legislative Document No. 1259 

S.P.439 In Senate, March 15,2005 

An Act To Sustain Maine Schools and Libraries 

Reference to the Committee on Utilities and Energy suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator ROSEN of Hancock. 
Cosponsored by Representative BLISS of South Portland and 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: BARTLETT of Cumberland, MITCHELL of Kennebec, WESTON of Waldo, 
Representatives: ADAMS of Portland, CUMMINGS of Portland, Speaker RICHARDSON of 
Brunswick, THOMPSON of China. 

Printed on recycled paper 



De it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 35-A MRS A §7104-D. sub-§3. ,A, as enacted by PL 1999, 
4 c. 409, §2, is amended to read: 

6 

8 

10 

A. Limit the amount collected t.o no more than g ... §% Q..L6_'?t, of 
retail charges for telecommunications services as determined 
by the commission, excluding interstate tolls or interstate 
private line services; 

Sec. 2. One-time increase in funding for telecommunications 
12 education access fund. Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 35-A, section 7104-8, subsection 3, paragraph A, the limit 
14 on the amount collected for the telecommunications education 

access fund, as established in Title 35-A, section 7104-8, 
16 subsection 2, in fiscal year 2005-06 and fiscal year 2006-07 is 

0.8% of retail charges for telecommunications services as 
18 determined by the Public Utilities Commission, excluding 

interstate tolls or interstate private line services. 
20 

22 SUMMARY 

24 This bill increases the amount the Public Utilities 
Commission may collect from carriers for contributions to the 

26 telecommunications education access fund. The current law limits 
the collection from carriers to 0.5% of retail charges for 

28 telecommunications servicp.s. This bill increases the collection 
limit to 0.6%, with a one-time increase to 0.8% for fiscal years 

30 2005-06 and 2006-07. These increases will allow the Public 
Utilities Commission to cover costs while recipients await E-rate 

32 discounts and to fund up to $500,000 per year to pay for 
electronic databases pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, 

34 Title 35-A, section 7104-8, subsection 5, paragraph H. 
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