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Emergency preamble. Whereas. acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas. access to higher education represents the future of 
6 the State; and 

8 Whereas. it is imperative that the State help its citizens 
acquire degrees of higher learning; and 

10 
Whereas. in order to achieve this goal the State must ensure 

12 that the University of Maine System is equipped with the means to 
provide education services in the most cost-efficient manner 

14 possible without sacrificing its mission of quality; and 

16 Whereas, in an effort to ensure the continued strength of 
the University of Maine System and its campuses, the Board of 

18 Trustees of the University of Maine System has crafted a 
strategic plan that contains the board' s vision, strategies and 

20 recommendations for academic and administrative restructuring of 
the University of Maine System; and 

22 
Whereas, the strategic plan endorsed by the trustees has 

24 far-reaching implications; and 

26 Whereas. because it is the Legislature that has the ultimate 
accountability to the public for the direction and mission of the 

28 University of Maine System, it is necessary that the Legislature 
be given the opportunity to review and approve the strategic plan 

~o prior to the implementation of the plan; and 

12 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency wi thin the meaning of the Constitution of 

34 Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

36 safety; now, therefore, 

38 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

40 Sec. 1. 20·A MRSA §10909 is enacted to read: 

42 §l0909. Restructuring plans; review and approval by Legislature 

44 Notwithstanding any other provision of law, including, but 
not limited to, Private and Special Law 1865, chapter 532, as 

46 amended, the trustees may not finally adopt or implement any plan 
to reorganize the academic or administrative structure of the 

48 university, referred to in this section as "the restructuring 
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plan," unless the trustees su_bmit the restructuring plan to the 
2 Legislature for review in accordance with this section. 

4 1. Submission. The trustees shall submit the restructuring 
plan to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 

6 jurisdiction over education matters together with any other 
information that the committee may reguire. 

8 
2. Review; legislation. The joint standing committee of the 

10 Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters shall 
review the restructuring plan and may report out legislation 

12 approving or disapproving the restructuring plan. The review of 
the restructuring plan must be conducted as follows. 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

30 

14 

,.H) 

42 

46 

'18 

A. After the submission of a restructuring plan in 
accordance with subsection L the Legislature, through the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over education matters, shall conduct a review 
and evaluation of the submitted material and conduct on-site 
visits as necessary to complete the review. 

B. The committee review of the restructuring plan shall 
address the following issues: 

(1) Acc~s~p~affordability for eligible students, 
including financial access and geographic access; 

(2) Community and economic development, including the 
impact of social, economic and cultural resources on 
the communities surrounding each institution within the 
university; 

ilL_ Enrollment management, including the capacity of 
other public postsecondary institutions in the State to 
meet the demand for increased enrollment; 

(4) Identified savings and poten_tial increased costs 
for plan implementation; and 

-.lS) Quality and scope of academic programs, 
the elimination of existing programs 
establishment of new programs. 

including 
and the 

The committee may add additional issues or areas to be 
addressed should the addition of such issues be useful in 
providing the Legislature with an overview of the 
implications of the restructuring plan or the operation of 
the university. 
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10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

C. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over educati_Qn matters shall prepare a report 
detailing the facts based upon a review of the materials 
submitted by the trustees as part of the restructuring plan 
and the review of information obtained by the joint standing 
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
education matters in its evaluation of the restructuring 
plan as described in paragraph B. The report and 
recommendation of the joint standing committee must be 
presented to the Legislature. The report of the joint 
standing cOlmnittee must include a recommendation as to 
whether the restructuring plan should be authorized by the 
Legislature. 

3. Impleme_P-tgtiQn of PJ.IDl ..... __ T""h~e"- tr1Jstees may implement the 
restructuring plan only after legislation approving the plan 
takes effect. 

4. Application; slMiPension of plans. This section applies 
20 to any restructuring plan developed or adopted by the trustees 

after September 1, 2004. Any plan in existence on the effective 
22 date of this section to which this section applies that has not 

satisfied the requirements of this section is suspended and may 
24 not be implemented until the requirements of this section have 

been met. 
26 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
28 preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

JO 
SUMMARY 

32 
This bill requires that prior to final adoption or 

14 implementation of any restructuring plan, the Board of Trustees 
of the University of Maine System must first submit the 

16 restructuring plan to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters, which has 

38 the authority to report out legislation to approve or reject the 
restructuring plan. 

40 
As emergency legislation, this bill applies to any 

42 restructuring plan developed or adopted by the Board of Trustees 
of the University of Maine System after September 1, 2004; and 

44 the requirements of any such plan are suspended and may not be 
implemented until legislation approving the restructuring plan 

46 takes effect. 
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