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122nd MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2005 

Legislative Document No. 1183 

S.P.411 In Senate, March 8, 2005 

An Act Regarding Access to Mental Health Services 

(EMERGENCY) 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator BRENNAN of Cumberland. 
Cosponsored by Representative DUDLEY of Portland and 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: MARTIN of Aroostook, ROSEN of Hancock, Representatives: BURNS of Berwick, 
CANA V AN of Waterville, GROSE of Woolwich, MILLER of Somerville, PINGREE of North 
Haven, WALCOTT of Lewiston. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

6 

8 

Whereas, current law limits the 
for psychological services benefits 
counseling under MaineCare Basic: and 

number of visits per year 
for individual and group 

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect immediately 
10 so that the number of visits can be extended as soon as possible: 

and 
12 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
14 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
16 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety; now, therefore, 
18 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
20 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §3174-FF, sub-§3, 1[C, as enacted by PL 2003, 
22 c. 673, Pt. MMM, §1, is amended: 

24 

26 

28 

C. A member is eligible for psychological services benefits 
for individual and group counseling. Benefits for one or 
both types of counseling combined are limited to a total of 
16 one-hour visits per year, except that more visits may be 
approved through prior authorization by the department. 

30 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

SUMMARY 

This bill allows more than 16 
psychological services benefits for 
counseling for which a member is eligible 
if the member obtains prior approval for 
the department. 
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visits per 
individual 

year for 
and group 

under MaineCare Basic 
the extra visits from 




