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An Act To Provide for the Payment of Attorney's Fees in a Parental
Rights and Responsibilities Action
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA §1553, as amended by PL 1997, c. 537, §i6
and affected by §62, is further amended by adding after the first
paragraph a new paragraph to read:

Pending a paternity action, the court may order the alleged
father to pay to the plaintiff, or to the attorney for the

plaintiff, sufficient money for the prosecution of the action,

Sec. 2. 19-A MRSA §1654, as amended by PL 1999, c. 731, Pt.
zzZ, §34 and affected by §42, is repealed and the following
enacted in its place:

1654, Parenti rt when ren live apart
1 risdiction. If the father and mother of a minor child
are living apart, the Probate Court or District Court in the
un r division where either resi upon mplaint of either

and after notice to the other as the court may order, may make an
order awarding parental rights and regponsibilities with respect
to the child in accordance with this chapter. The jurisdiction
granted by this section is limited by the Uniform Child Custody
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act, if another state may have
jurigdiction as provided in that Act.

2. Attormey's fees. Pending an action under this section,
a court may order either party to pay to the other party., or to
the attorney for the other party, sufficient money for the
defense or prosecution of the action. When entering a final
order, the court may order either party to pay reasonable
attorney's fees.

SUMMARY

This bill authorizes the court to order either party to pay
attorney's fees in an action to determine parental rights and
responsibilities.
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