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122nd MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-200S 

Legislative Document No. 559 

H.P.414 House of Representatives, February 3, 2005 

An Act To Require a Study and Comparative Report on Welfare 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative SAVIELLO of Wilton. 
Cosponsored by Senator HASTINGS of Oxford and 

7J1~ 1I?17!u£~ 
MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND 

Clerk 

Representatives: BROWNE of Vassalboro, FINCH of Fairfield, FISCHER of Presque Isle, 
HOTHAM of Dixfield, JOY of Crystal, MOODY of Manchester, SHERMAN of Hodgdon, 
THOMPSON of China. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §3307-G is enacted to read: 
4 

§3307-G. Comparative report on welfare 
6 

The State Planning Office shall stuilY-welfare in the State 
8 QnQ in the other New England states and shall submit a 

comparative report ~h~oint stanQing committee of the 
10 Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services 

matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
12 having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs by 

January 1, 2006. In studying welfare, the State Planning Office 
14 shall consider all forms of federal, state and municipal welfare 

payable to or on behalf of p_ersons or families that reside in 
16 those states. The report must consider, among other programs, 

the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program under Title 
18 22, chapter 1053-B, the federal food stamp and heating assistance 

programs, emergency assistance under Title 22, chapter 1053-A, 
20 general assistance under Title 22, chapter 1161, the federal 

Social Security and Social Security Disability programs and the 
22 MaineCare and Cub Care programs under Title 22, chapter 855, the 

Maine Rx Plus Program under Title 22, chapter 603, the elderly 
24 low-cost drug program under Title 22, section 254 and other 

health care and prescription drug programs. The State Planning 
26 Office shall update the report by January 1, 2008 and every 2 

years thereafter. 
28 

30 SUMMARY 

32 This bill directs the State Planning Office to study welfare 
in the State and the other New England states and submit a 

34 comparative report to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services 

36 matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature 
having jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs by 

38 January 1, 2006. The report must cover all forms of federal, 
state and municipal welfare, including the TANF program, food 

40 stamps, heating assistance, emergency assistance, general 
assistance, Social Security and Social Security Disability, the 

42 MaineCare, Cub Care, Maine Rx Plus and the elderly low-cost drug 
programs and other health care and prescription drug programs. 

44 The bill requires the State Planning Office to update the report 
by January 1, 2008 and every 2 years thereafter. 
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