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L.D. 1548

DATE:5"°20—'03 (Filing No. H—L/qé)

LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
121ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '#' to H.P. 1134, L.D. 1548, Bill, "An
Act To Amend the Election Laws"

Amend the bill by inserting after section 13 the following:

'Sec. 14. 21-A MRSA §674, sub-§1, B, as repealed and replaced
by PL 1993, c. 473, §18 and affected by §46, is amended to read:

B. Interferes with a voter attempting to cast a vote ez
interferes-with--or--attempts -to-influence-a-voter-in-marking

that-veteris-balilet;

Sec. 15. 21-A MRSA §674, sub-§1, q4B-1 and B-2 are enacted to

read:

B-1. Interfer with voter in markin hat voter's ballot:

B-2. Attempts to influence a voter in marking that voter's
ballot:'’

Further amend the bill by striking out all of sections 16
and 17 and inserting in their place the following:

‘Sec. 16. 21-A MRSA §674, sub-§3, §B, as enacted by PL 1993,
c. 473, §18 and affected by §46, is amended to read:

B. Votes eor-attempts-te-wvete knowing that the person is not
eligible to do so er-having -onee-voted,-whether--within-er
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '#" to H.P. 1134, L.D. 1548

eutside-this- -State,-again-vetes-or--attempts~to-wobe-at-the
same-eleetion; or

Sec. 17. 21-A MRSA §674, sub-§3, {{B-1 to B-3 are enacted to

read:

B-1. Attempts to vote knowing that the person is not
eligible to do so:

B-2. Having once voted, whether within or outside this
State, again votes at the same election:

B-3. Having once voted, whether within or outside this
State, attempts to vote at the same election;

Sec. 18. 21-A MRSA §674, sub-§3, §C, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
473, §18 and affected by §46, is amended to read:

C. Votes or-attempts-te-vete by using the name of anothers}
or

Sec. 19. 21-A MRSA §674, sub-§3, D is enacted to read:

D. Attempts to vote by using the name of another.
Sec. 20. 21-A MRSA §682, as amended by PL 2001, c. 310, §37,

is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
2. Political ivitie
Certain activities are prohibited on election day.

1. Instruction limited. Within the voting place, a person

m n instr nother in the meth f markin he ball
except as provided in section 672.

2. _Influence prohibited. Within 250 feet of the entrance

to_the voting place as well as within the voting place itself, a
erson m :

A, Influen n r rson' ision r rdin
ngi r ball issue; or

B. Attempt to influence another person's decision regarding
a candidate or ballot issue.

Thes imi ions do not prohibit a candidate from attendin he
votin 1 nd orally communicating with voters as lon the
candidate does not attempt to influence their vote. A candidate
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '#' to H.P. 1134, L.D. 1548

may not state the name of the office sought or request a person's
vote.

2-A, Application. This subsection governs the application
of subsection 2.

A, Subsection 2 does not apply to pollwatchers, who may
remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure
as long as they do not attempt to influence voters or
interfere with their free passage.

B. Subsection 2 does not prohibit media representatives
from conducting an exit poll, as long as they do not solicit
voters until after the voters have voted and do not orally
communicate with voters in a way that influences a voter's

Yo .

. If rson attempts influen voters or interfere

with their free passage., the warden shall have that person
removed from the voting place.

3. Advertising prohibited. A _ person may not digplay
advertising material: operate an advertising medium., including a
sound amplification device; or distribute campaign literature,
posters, palm cards, buttons., badges or stickers containing a

ndi 's n r herwi intendin influen he inion
of any voter within 250 feet of the entrance to either the voting
1 r the registrar’ ffice. Th rm_ "soun 1ifi ion
device" includes, but is not 1limited to, sound _trucks,

loudspeakers and blowhorns.

A, Thi ction d n appl vertising material
on automobiles traveling to and from the voting place. It
does not prohibit a person from passing out stickers at the
votin 1 n h 1 rimar
election. It does not prohibit a person who is_at the polls
solely for the purpose of voting from wearing a campaign
u n when the lon t imension of th utton does not

exceed 3_inches.

B. Nonpolitical charitable activities and other
nonpolitical advertising may be allowed at the discretion of
the clerk if arrangements are made prior to election day.
If arrangements are not made in advance of the election day,
the warden may, at the warden's discretion, either allow or
prohibit nonpolitical charitable activities and other

nonpolitical advertising.

4. Devices for audible communication. Par workers or
others m n u cellular hon voi ager r similar
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT"%}" to H.P. 1134, L.D. 1543

devices to make audible voice communication within the voting
place that is in violation of subsection 2.

5. Violation. A person who knowingly engages_in activities
prohibited by this section commits a Class E crime.’

Further amend the bill by striking out all of section 29 and
inserting in its place the following:

'‘Sec. 29. 21-A MRSA §829, as amended by PL 1993, c. 473, §39
and affected by §46, is repealed and the following enacted in its
place:

29, Violation nal
1. Alterin voting m ine, A rson  ma no lter
r mov nlock or un 1 ing machin £ _an
of any election.

2. Attempting to alter voting machine. A person may not
attempt to alter, adjust, operate, move, unlock or unseal a
voting machine or any part of a voting machine with the intent of
changing the outcome of an election.

. P lty. A rson who viol this section commits a

Class B crime.

Sec. 30. 21-A MRSA §860, as amended by PL 1995, c. 459, §i12,

is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

860. Violation and pemalt

1. Tampering with voting device. Before, during or after
n ion rson m n intentionall r knowingly:

A. Tamper with or injur votin evi ballot or other

r r r_equipment u in the el ion or interfere with

the correct operation of such a device or equipment or the

secrecy of voting: or

B. A m interfere with th rr operation of a

in vice or equipment or the secrec £ voting.
2. P s A rson who violates s ection 1 commits

Class B crime.

Sec. 31. 21-A MRSA §1004, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1989, c.
504, §§2 and 31, is further amended to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "”" to H.P. 1134, L.D. 1548

2. False statements. No A person, candidate, treasurer or
political action committee may not make a false statement in any
2 report required by this chapter.

Sec. 32. 21-A MRSA §1004, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1985, c.

161, §6, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

3. Contributions in another's name. A person may not
knowingly:

A. Make a contribution in the name of another person:

B. Permit the person's name to be used to accomplish a

contribution in violation of paragraph A:; or

C._ _Accept a contribution made by one person in the name of
another person.

Sec. 33. 21-A MRSA §1004, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1985, c.
161, §6, is amended to read:

4. Registration; political action committees. Ne A
political action committee required to be registered under
section 1053 may not operate in this State unless it is so

registered."'

Further amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any
nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read
consecutively.

SUMMARY

This amendment incorporates the changes relating to the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A that are being proposed in
L.D. 1567, "An Act To Implement Recommendations of the MCJUSTIS
Policy Board Concerning the Drafting of Crimes anrd Civil
Violations Pursuant to Resolve 1997, Chapter 105, as amended."
These changes ensure that each crime and civil violation has its
own unique statutory cite. This amendment also changes the act
of tampering with a voting device from a Class C crime to a
Class B crime.

FISCAL NOTE KEQUIiRED
(See attached)
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121st Maine Legislature

Office of Fiscal and Program Review

LD 1548
An Act To Amend the Election Laws

LR 1937(02)
Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment " "
Committee: Legal and Veterans Affairs
Fiscal Note Required: Yes

Fiscal Note

Undetermined current biennium revenue increase - General Fund
Fiscal Detail and Notes

The establishment of a fee schedule for certain recount requests will increase General Fund revenues if any eligible
recounts are requested; the amounts can not be determined at this time.
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